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Natural Disaster and Development in the Zenkoji Plain in Medieval Times:
The Ise and Echigo Taira Clans as Development Authorities

Inara Kesao

In this paper, the author will attempt to present a systematic view of the history of develop-
ment and natural disaster in two contrasting regions of the Nagano Basin, the large river's flood
plain and alluvial fan and foothills. He will also examine the unique historical conditions of natu-
ral disasters and development authority in medieval times concentrating on the leaders who
affected development.

It is thought that development was delayed on the flood plain and that most new rice paddy
development occurred in recent times. However, development that occurred prior to the
tenth-eleventh century has been verified by archaeological studies conducted on the occasion of
large-scale development in recent years and general regional historical research, such as studies
of feudal manor sites, which focused mainly on irrigation and place names. Even after flood dam-
age from the large river occurred, there was a rivalry between a movement to organize the
shrine estates that continued to use Ise Jobun rice as development capital for investment and
reconstruction and a movement to reorganize the feudal domains allied with government au-
thorities. It is indicated that the family of Taira Masahiro of the Ise Taira clan played a large
role as a development authority.

On the other hand, in the area stretching from the foothills to the alluvial fan, the land was
previously used for Jori system rice paddies using the ancient Kanai River. However, the
maintenance and reconstruction of Jori system paddies by the government authorities became
difficult as the Kanai River was repeatedly buried in earth and sand from natural disasters in
the ninth and tenth centuries. In the period of the government by ex-Emperors, the authority,
which commanded the officials of the Rear Offices, joined with the development authorities to
restore and lengthen the Kanai River, and the estates of Matsuo Shrine and the former emperor
Hachijou were constructed on redeveloped land in the area. Furthermore, in the Kamakura to
Muromachi periods, the Wada clan, gokenin (immediate vassal of Shogun) of the Taira line, and
kokujin (native lord) Takanashi clan dug a secondary supplementary irrigation system known
as "Rokukagou irrigation” in the outlying areas of non-Jori style rice paddies and repeatedly ex-

erted authoritative power to expand development of new areas. The development authorities in-
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dicated that the clans of Taira lineage in Echigo who had been active as soldiers for the Re-
gent’s north guard and warriors of the mother of the Emperor and also produced Kamakura
gokenin should be seen as gokenin in Kyoto.

It can be said that the background of development in these areas had a compound structure

based on the disparities in those leading the development and the changes of each era.
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