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Kanpo 2 (1742) “Inu no Mansui” Flood as Depicted in an Illustrated Map

Harapa Kazuhiko

In August of Kanpo 2 (1742) a great flood disaster occurred in the Chikuma and Sai rivers that
flow through northern Shinano. A great deal of damage was caused by this flood. This flood is
referred to as “Inu no Mansui” (Flood which occurred in the year of the Dog) in northern Shina-
no.

The Nagano City Museum possesses an illustrated map that is said to depict the extent of
the damage caused by the “Inu no Mansui” Flood. This illustration shows in detail the conditions
in each village before the flood and the damage caused in each village by the flood. It also shows
locations where landslides and landslide damage occurred. As a pictorial diagram displaying the
damage from the disaster, this illustration map is among the very old ones of its type remaining
in Shinano. However, the only evidence that this pictorial diagram shows the damage caused by
the “Inu no Mansui” is an inscription on the bag that held the diagram.

In this paper, the author first examines the extent of the damage caused by the “Inu no
Mansui” as extracted from damage reports of the Matsushiro clan of that era. The author details
the damage caused by the “Inu no Mansui” as understood from the damage reports. He also
verifies the incredible damage caused in the area surrounding Matsushiro Castle by examining
observation reports from that period and investigates how the river waters advanced upon the
castle town. This paper shows the damage caused by the “Inu no Mansui” after examining re-
cords from that era.

Using this basic research as a foundation, the writer has extracted the extent of damage
according to the previously mentioned illustration of the “Inu no Mansui” disaster and compared
it to aspects of the disaster mentioned in the types of records and considered the illustrated dia-
gram'’s characteristics.

After the “Inu no Mansui”, the Matsushiro clan was involved in a variety of reconstruction
projects, which included redirecting the flow pass of the Chikuma River as a way of protecting
the area around Matsushiro Castle from flood damage. The auther considered the Matsushiro
clan’s reconstruction plan in the aftermath of the disaster from the viewpoint of changing the

flow pass of the Chikuma River.
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