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A Study of the Kodoshu : In Search of the Origins of the Inawashiro Family

SAKAI Shigeyuki

A reprinting of the Kodoshu in its entirety by the author has recently been made available to the public.
The Kodoshu was formerly in the Tanaka Yutaka collection but is now held by the National Museum of
Japanese History. Its value as a source material is twofold. First, it clarifies biographical facts on Kodo's lat-
er years, which had previously been unclear. Second, it also brings new information to light concerning the
mutual personal networks and relationships between Kodo and Kensai, Shinkei, Kenten, Yorin Kenzai, Iwa-
ki Yoshitaka and Kenjun, who are described in the Kodoshu.

This paper first describes some of the political and religious trends that occurred in the regional society
where Kodo lived by verifying these six figures using interpretations of the poems in the Kodoshu against
historical materials that had been formerly available. It concludes that Kodo had come from Zenchoji Tem-
ple and was an aesthete from Iwaki who led a secluded life. With regard to the section on Kenjun, he based
himself in Iwaki but journeyed back and forth between Iwaki and Kyoto while studying under the foremost
authority in the field, and received assistance from provincial lords and feudal lords from the area including
the Iwaki clan. This paper indicates those aspects of his behavior differed from that of Socho and Soboku
from the same period. The paper also suggests that Kenjun's knowledge was passed on to Chosan.

It has been said that one of the features of the Kodoshu is the abundance of poems such as “doka” (re-
ligious poems), “aishoka” (poems mourning a person's death) and “tsuizenka” (poems in memory of
a person) . This phenomenon was occasioned by the death of Kodo's mother, which is so described in the
Kodoshu itself. In his final years Kodo had no choice but to return to being a Zen monk.

The origin of the Inawashiro family of renga poets goes back to Kodo and the activities of that world of
waka and renga are as portrayed in the Kodoshu. However, Kensai was instructed in the Kokinshu by Gyo-
e and was, therefore, qualified to teach Kenjun about the Kokinshu. But because nobody had taught Kodo
about the Kokinshu he was not able to teach Kenjun about it and so could not have been the founder of the
Inawashiro family of waka poets. Kodo's name is not found among those who passed on the teachings of the
Kokinshu to disciples and his name had disappeared from the genealogy of the Inawashiro family. The find-
ing of this paper is that Kenjun took over from Kodo and it was he who passed on the ways of a renga poet

to Chosan.
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