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The Natural Environment and Fishing Activities of
Mikuriya in Chikuma, Omi Province :
An Environmental History of Lakeside Mikuriya
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The Natural Environment and Fishing Activities of Mikuriya in Chikuma,
Omi Province : An Environmental History of Lakeside Mikuriya

SANO Shizuyo

A study of the natural environment surrounding various mikuriya (originally cooking structures
used to prepare offerings to the Emperor or deities) on the shores of lakes, rivers and the sea is indis-
pensable when shedding light on fishing activities that took place in mikuriya from the Ancient period.
In addition to topographical and climatic conditions, a study of the natural environment also includes
an examination of eco-systems that developed at these sites, especially biota, with a focus on fish.
Since fish ecology and its behavior (eating habits, use of places, etc) can be studied retrospectively for
the Ancient period, it is possible to extrapolate fishing seasons and the principles behind the catching
methods adopted for each type of fish by cross-checking the topography of the time with fishing tech-
nique stages. If this clarifies the fishing methods used at each mikuriya, a picture should emerge of
fishing activities at each waterside mikuriya and differences in the lifestyles of fishermen.

This paper examines the way of life in the Ancient period by cross matching the topography, the
ecology of populations of fish species and the stage of fishing techniques of the time for Chikuma
mikuriya erected on Lake Biwa in the Ancient period. This study revealed that Chikuma mikuriya
caught crucian carp, which gathered alongside the lakeshore during the spring spawning period, and
ayu, which swam from Lake Biwa up rivers flowing into the lake from spring to early summer. It also
found that fishermen caught fish using a combination of dragline fishing from the site water surface
and fish traps, which were extremely well established fishing techniques. As for the type of lifestyle of
the people living in these mikuriya, it is surmised that they used resources of the littoral zone, leading
a way of life that combined fishing and agriculture in which it was difficult to separate fishing from
farming. It is difficult to find any trace of fishing people who specialized in fishing and only honed
methods of catching fish. This differs from Yoshihiko Amino’s portrayal of fishing people from the
Ancient period, according to which “they were people who moved by boat and led an itinerant life-
style.” When studying groups to find what occupations they engaged in it is essential to validate the
environmental conditions of their locations. Consequently, this perspective should be adopted for a re-

examination of the concept of “non farming people”as proposed by Amino.
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