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Process of the Formation of Farming Settlements
in the Yayoi Period in the Kanto Region
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Process of the Formation of Farming Settlements in the Yayoi Period
in the Kanto Region

SHrTARA Hiromi

During the Yayoi period, farming settlements in the Kanto region were formed through two stag-
es. The first stage occurred at the end of Early Yayoi. Farming settlements at this time were extremely
small in size and consisted of several pit dwellings and pits. Settlements were configured in a circle,
which suggests a tradition from the Jomon period. Even though from Middle Jomon large-scale settle-
ments broke up and became small settlements on account of the cooling of the climate and other fac-
tors, we may assume that this tradition was passed on. What characterizes the culture of this time is
the custom of reburial. Reburial served as a means of worshipping ancestors. A feature of settlements
in the first stage was the scattering of small settlements that practiced reburial - a form of communal
cemetery - to confirm their former tribal bonds.

The second stage occurred during the middle of Middle Yayoi. Techniques for cultivating rice in
irrigated paddies and methods of managing large-scale settlements were introduced to the region
from western Japan. The Nakazato site in Kanagawa Prefecture was a large-scale farming settlement
that emerged during this period. It was formed suddenly in the middle of the plain more or less at
the same time as settlements scattered around the edges of the plateau disappeared. Clusters were
formed from a number of pit dwellings, with some arranged in a circle. There was a large building
in the center of the settlement. This large building served as a place in which to worship ancestors.
It follows, therefore, that small settlements scattered around the rim of the plateau during the first
stage amalgamated to form the Nakazato site in order to carry out farming using irrigation. Thus, the
formation of fully-fledged farming settlements in the Kanto region reached its second stage as a result
of the part played by the introduction of techniques from western Japan more or less simultaneously

with the amalgamation of small indigenous tribal groups.
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