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Tile Production during the Konin and Kammu Eras : A Study of the Nagaoka Palace Style of Roof Tile
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Tile Production during the Konin and Kammu Eras : A Study of the Nagaoka Palace
Style of Roof Tile

Nakayma Nobuchika

This paper surveys the designs and manufacturing techniques used for roof tiles used in capitals and temples built
by the state during the Konin and Kammu eras spanning the end of the Nara period and the beginning of the Heian pe-
riod. In particular, it examines the position of roof tiles made in the Nagaoka palace style. The two guilds of builders,
those that built the palaces and those that built Todai-ji temple, which employed different designs and manufacturing
techniques and existed during the second half of the Nara period, were reorganized and amalgamated during the period
when the capital was shifted twice. Nearly all Nagaoka palace style tiles manufactured during this tumultuous time
were made using the tile manufacturing techniques of the palace builders' guild, which also included those with poor de-
signs.

By classifying Nagaoka palace style roof tiles according to design and distribution, it has been possible to date the
time of manufacture of the different types of roof tile from the palaces and buildings that existed in the area where they

were distributed as well as from era names and years recorded in documents.
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