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Date of the Formation of the Yayoi Bronze Implements
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Date of the Formation of the Yayoi Bronze Implements
HarUNARI Hideji

According to the radiocarbon dates, as calibrated to calendar ages, the Itazuke I phase of the
Early Yayoi in northern Kyushu began around 780 BC. The Early Yayoi of the Setouchi area, which
parallels the Itazuke II-a phase of northern Kyushu, began sometime between the 8% and 7th centu-
ries BC, while the beginning of the Early Yayoi would date in the Kinki region to the 7t and 6%
centuries BC. In other words, the Early Yayoi period began about the time when the Western Zhou
ended, and lasted until about the middle of the Waring State Period sometime between 380 and 350
BC.

For archaeological investigation of the Early and Middle Yayoi development, the ages of bronze
implements have been particularly important. The earliest well-dated bronze artifacts recovered from
Japan are parts of Liaoning bronze daggers that were made into an arrowhead and a chisel, recov-
ered from Itazuke I level of the Imagawa site in Fukuoka Prefecture. Since similar artifacts have
been excavated from the Songguk-ri site in Chungcheonnamdo in South Korea, it is likely that the
Japanese and Korean samples are about the same age. The Songguk-ri pahse has been radiocarbon
dated to the 8t century BC, which coincides with the “C age of Itazuke I phase in Kyushu.

Moulds for bronze casting provide clear evidence of bronze production. The currently available
examples include a mould for spear-shaped planes, recovered from the Katada site in Wakayama
Prefecture, which was found in association with the pottery dating to the end of the Early Yayoi pe-
riod. In northern Kyushu, a mould for planes was found at the Shobara site in Fukuoka Prefecture,
associated with the first half of the Middle Yayoi period. By the ebeginning of the Middle Yayoi pe-
riod, the bronze halberds placed in burial jars as gave offerings are of the style quite distinct from
those found in the Korean Peninsula, suggesting that the bronze were being manufacture in the
Japanese archipelago. Since the Early Yayoi period now covers a much longer span of time, it is
necessary to examine whether the end of Early Yayoi in Kinki in fact overlapped in time with the
beginning of Middle Yayoi in northern Kyushu.

As to dotaku (bronze bell) production, a mould for the oldest type was recovered from the
Asahi site in Aichi Prefecture, in association with the pottery of the beginning of the Middle Yayai

period. While the presence of the decorative motifs on the body of the bell that are characteristics
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of the regions west of Kinki seem to suggest that the beginning of dotaku production has some con-
nection with the Kinki region, it does not explain why the decorative motifs of the Early Yayoi of
Kinki should appear on a Middle Yayoi bronze bell. The mould for the bronze bells from the Asahi
site could not be the definitive evidence to suggest that bronze bell production began in the Nobi

Plain.
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