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Life Ceremonies and Naming of the Children of The Satake Family in Akita Han :
A Comparison to The Tokugawa Family

OTOU Osamu

This paper explores the birth ceremony, the raising ceremony, and the coming-of-age ceremony of the
children of The Satake Family in Akita Han in the first half of the early modern period, and it compares the
ceremonies to those of the Tokugawa family. First, this study considers how a son of Daimyo family was socialized
and became a political being through several kinds of initiation ceremonies. The family was integrated in the
Baku-han system and was placed, as a family of kougi, with the delegated public authority to rule its fief from the
Shogunate. The main characteristics of this process can be extracted by focusing on the differences between a
legitimate son and an illegitimate son, including the problem of naming, and this is compared to the cases of the
Tokugawa family. Second, this paper considers initiation ceremonies and naming of daughters to analyze gender
differences in early modern Japan.

In previous studies, life ceremonies were examined separately. This paper attempts to consider systemically
those ceremonies as a whole, placing and focusing the meaning of each ceremony, including the problem of
naming. This study shows, first, how ceremonies of sons of the Tokugawa and the Satake, both families of kogi,
were scheduled by political intention, while daughters’ ceremonies were not. Second, a son’s attaining of manhood
was divided into political, social and physical categories. A legitimate son was supposed to attain political and
social manhood in haste, but he could only move from oku to omote and enter his fief after he had grown up
physically and mentally at his Han’s house in Edo. Third, the coming-of-age ceremony for a daughter was only
limited physically, not politically, nor did she need a name changing ceremony. Finally, a son’s name indicated his
membership and genealogical relationship in the family and the clan, his life cycle, and his position (class) in the

family, society and state, while a daughter’s name did not.
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