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The Establishment and the Role of Hirose-Ooimi Festival and Tatsuta-Fuujin Festival
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The Establishment and the Role of Hirose-Ooimi Festival
and Tatsuta-Fuujin Festival

YAMAGUCHI Eri

The Hirose-Ooimi festival and the Tatsuta-Fuujin festival are both annual festivals prescribed by the
Jingiryo(laws concerning kami). They were held in April and July in lunar calendar, in which prayers were offered
for favorable weather. A considerable amount of research has already been conducted on these two festivals.
However, such research does not explain why the two shrines are located on different sides of the Yamato River,
why these two locations were chosen, or why the festivals have continued to be held simultaneously as a pair.

A study of records concerning the Hirose-Ooimi festival and the Tatsuta-Fuujin festival in the Nihon Shoki
revealed the following seven points: 1) from 675 CE the Hirose and Tatsuta festivals were basically held annually
in April and July according to the lunar calendar, and from 690 they were held every year without fail; 2) the
locations of Tatsuta and Hirose shrines are written only in April 675, the first record; 3) the officials who were
dispatched is mentioned only in the first record also; 4) the Fuujin (kami of wind) was worshipped at Tatsuta
and the QOoimi- no- kami at Hirose, and they were never mixed up; 5) the order in which the two names appeared
changed from Tatsuta and Hirose to Hirose and Tatsuta in April 679; 6) the standard term “court-dispatched
official” appears from the “Records of Jito”; and 7) a different Chinese character was used for the word “festival”
from April 692.

An examination of these points found that these two shrines did not necessarily arise spontaneously, but
were established by the state. Hirose had come under state control at an earlier stage than Tatsuta. Due to its
convenient river transportation, state festivals came to be held in Hirose that enshrined the kami of the “six
districts of Yamato” and the yamanokuchi-no-kami (kami of mountain entrance) altogether. On the other hand,
not much was known about the Tatsuta district. Even though Tatsuta was a strategic point between Yamato
and Kawachi region, it was a difficult place to pass. Also according to Engi-Noritoshiki, it was thought that in
Tatsuta, there was a kami that causes bad wind for agriculture. The building of Tatsuta Road and the holding of
state festivals here with Hirose together, signifies an attempt to control the heterogeneous cultural heritage of
Tatsuta. Both places possessed elements such as agricultural and geographical importance that greatly affected
the foundation of the ancient state. This was the significant reason to combine the two, which has continued. The
holding of these two festivals as a pair symbolized the completion of centralization across Japan, to say concretely,

it meant the power of the ancient state has completely expanded from the Yamato Basin to the Yamato Valley.
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