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The Manazuru Myth and the Structure of Ise Shrine Festivals

FujyiMORI Kaoru

The Manazuru myth (also the Yatsukaho Engi) is a myth that appears in the “Jingikan Kanmon” which was
presented to Emperor Murakami by the Jingikan (Department of Shinto) in 949. It relates the origin of the imibi-
mike offering made to the emperor on the first day of the Niinamesai (harvest festival) held in November and the
Jinkonjiki (sacred meal) that takes place on the 11th day of June and December according to the lunar calendar.
The story goes as follows.

Yamatohime, a worshipper of Amaterasu Omikami, sets out from Ichishi-gun in the land of Ise and when
she makes a stop at Sashitsu she hears the cries of a crane in a field of reeds at night. When she dispatches
a messenger to conduct a search, he finds a crane protecting rice ears that are the length of eight hands.
Yamatohime cuts this rice and in order to present it as an offering (mike) to Amaterasu Omikami, rubs some
sticks together to light a fire and cooks the rice. She offers the rice to Amaterasu Omikami, and it is from this
time that the Kan' namesai, the Ise Shrine harvest festival, is held. From this time on, rice is offered to kami each
time one of the Sansetsusai (three seasonal festivals) is held. This ritual in which a fire is made to cook the rice
protected by the crane is called “imibi.” It is the origin of the imibi-mike offering made at the Imperial palace and
is said to have been told to Emperor Murakami by the Jingikan (Department of Shinto). In other words, according
to this myth, the imibi-mike offering made at the Imperial palace is inextricably linked to the yuki no omike (sacred
offerings) made at the Naiku (Inner Shrine) at Ise Shrine.

In addition, when looking at the relationship between the jinkonjiki held on the 11th day of June and
December, which is performed following the format of the Shinsai (direct worship of imperial ancestors by
the emperor), the Niinamesai held in November and the Sansetsusai of Ise Shrine (the Tsukinamisai in June,
Kan'namesai in September and the Tsukinamisai in December), which have the same structure, it becomes
obvious that this myth suggests a close link between the ritual of making imibi mike offerings at the Imperial
palace and the ritual of making yuki no omike offerings at Ise Shrine. Thus, this paper examines the Sansetsusai of

Ise Shrine as extensions of the ritual held at the Imperial Palace.
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