Pl O OBUEIL & [ 55 | o

Tourism Development of Awa Dance Festival and the
Emergence of Company-based Awa Dance Groups
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This article aims to reveal how company-based Awa Dance groups were born by examining the
progression in relation to the process of developing the Awa Dance Festival as a tourist event. As
more and more tourists were involved in the festival, workplace-based dance groups (dance groups
based on workplace relationships) were changing; such a group originally consisted of colleagues of
a private-run shop, small or medium-sized company, or plant (from the Taisho to the pre-World War
II period), then colleagues of a leading company in the prefecture (in the post-World War II period),
and in the end colleagues of a large company inside or outside the prefecture (after the high economic
growth period). This development corresponded with the change (growth) of the festival from a
local festival mainly for residents (a community event) to a mass event to put on a show for visitors
from within the prefecture, within the region, and around Japan. The first dance group formed by a
local large company/business since the end of World War II had a similar characteristic with current

company-based dance groups in that it was a large group organized for the purpose of corporate

236



[BITiEZER D DEE(E & [E3E | DFELE] - B R E —

public relations; therefore, it is considered that company-based dance groups were born and began to

develop at that time (from the late 1940s to the early 1950s).

Key words: urban festival, tourism, Awa Dance Festival, company-based Awa Dance group, festival to

put on a show
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