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Otake Dainichi Nyorai and Popular Folk Belief in Edo : Examining
Futokoroni-Tamaru-Morokuzu

TAKAYAMA Keiko

Otake Dainichi Nyorai was a woman by the name of Take who worked as a servant in Edo and was
enshrined in Dewa Province as the reincarnation of the Dainichi Nyorai Buddha. Futokoroni-Tamaru-
Morokuzu (“A Scrapbook of Odds and Ends” ) is a collection of surimono (a type of woodblock print)
gathered by Senzo Irifune, a rakugo performer in Edo during the Bakumatsu period. This collection
contains an ichimaizuri (single page print) in monochromatic ink called “Otake Dainichi Nyorai Engi,”
which was printed when a degaicho (public exhibition of treasures) was held for Otake Dainichi
Nyorai in Edo in the second year of the Kaei era (1849). This paper makes use of this ichimaizuri to
examine the origins and story of Otake Dainichi Nyorai in addition to examining surimono and related
published documents in order to better understand the beliefs and culture of the Edo public through
surimono.

Analysis showed that Otake Dainichi Nyorai became widely accepted as a figure in Japanese
syncretic Buddhism despite a lack of specific details regarding her origins and story. A great deal
of publications were printed at the time of the degaicho in 1849, but the accounts vary due to being
produced by multiple merchants for the purpose of boosting sales, thus creating doubt about their
veracity. Otake Dainichi Nyorai was also seen as serving a role as entertainment; in addition to the
publication of surimono and other ichimaizuri, fictional works were written, she was parodied as “ofame
dainashi warui ” (a parodic mispronunciation of her name), and she was presented as a parodic
bodhisattva rather than the reincarnation of Dainichi Nyorai. Not only an object of religious faith,
she was rather a source of entertainment beyond faith to the people of Edo. The various publications
circulated show that Otake Dainichi Nyorai served to advance and promote a phenomenon wherein

faith and entertainment were intertwined.

Key words : Otake, degaicho, Dewa, Kuniyoshi, tonda reihou
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