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The Folding Screen Entitled “Edo-zu (Picture of Edo Town)” Owned
by the National Museum of Japanese History and
the Kono-su dolls

Koizumt Kazuko

The bottom of the 5th and 6th panels on the right section of the folding screen
entitled “Edo-zu” owned by the National Museum of Japanese History, there are houses
many dolls are arranged. We can see this is a doll shop and these dolls are clay dolls
or papier-maché dolls painted in red, which were thought at that time for spiritually
protecting infants against smallpox. This place in the drawing can be identified the
temple town of the Sensoji (located in Asakusa), which had been a production center
of dolls from the Edo period to modern times. This is confirmed by many local
historical documents, including the “Edo Kanoko” written in the 4th year of Jokyo
(1687). The early dolls were of simple clay and papier-maché. Later, they were changed
to the dolls called “Hina Ningyo” which wore kimono, since the Kyoho era at the
beginning of the 18th century. Because all the dolls in this drawing were simple, it
follows that the date of the scene of this drawing must be before the 18th century.

The dolls painted in red, which were first created in Asakusa, later developed in
Konosu in Bushi (Kanté area), and only became special products in Konosu afzer they
were made of plaster. All over Busha including Kumagaya, Kawagoe, Omiya, Koshigaya
and Kénosu, they started producing such “Hina Ningyo” as a job during the farmers’
leisure season just after the middle of the 17th century. In Konosu, especially they
developed a new plaster using the sawdust in great supply from the increased manufacure
of the paulownia-wood chests of drawers in this area, at the end of the 17th century;
and the dolls made in Konosu received favorable reputation. It may be that they had
examples from Edo in the early stage because they kept close connections with the Edo
people and produced dolls painted in red imitating those made in Asakusa. If they also
started producing “Hina Ningyd” in Konosu by the middle of the 17th century, then
the date of their prodution in Asakusa must have been much earlier. It means that the
date of the scene in the drawing could be fixed more definitely as being before the
middle of the 17th century.
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