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The Commonalty and Spontaneity

ToRrIGOE Hiroyuki

The notion of commonalty is a key concept of folklore, and it is curious enough that the concept
in itself is not steady. However, from another point of view, it may be a true key concept which
would keep constantly changing with the trend of each academic field. If it is so, a study of its
changes may give us some clues to understand the specific character of folklore and the way
that it should be in the future.

Having above concern in mind, this paper deals with the following two subjects; one is
the historical consideration of the theories of “commonalty”, and the other is what kind of creative
concept of commonalty will possibly be defined on the basis of the historical study of the theories.

The latter is only a small attempt of the author’s, so it is no more than a opinion. But the
author believes that the methodological experiment at every opportunity widens the possibility of
folklore.

In the former subject, historical consideration, the author divide YANAGITA Kunio’s use
of the word “commonalty” into three stages, and evaluates the excellent opinions of KAMISHIMA
Jiro and TAKEDA Choshu on commonalty. On the latter subject, the author examines what is
“commonalty as natural men” taking the historical study into account. Then the author suggests
that it is better to understand the concept of commonalty as follows rather than grasping only
on the level of collective subject or culture; it starts from “I” as an individual live subject and
only when it goes beyond the private world and is opened to the public world, it appears as a
collective or cultural subject. In other words, the study of folklore has valued one by one individual
live subject, and so will it do in the future, which is the distinctive quality of methodology of

folklore, thus the basic concept of commonalty should also be considered likewise.
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