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A Study of the Nukatabe Clan: the History of the Local Elites
in the Kinai Region

Mori1 Kimiyuki

The paper discusses the history of the Nukatabe clan which is related to the Nukata-dera temple on
the map. The clan was based on the Nukatabe hills depicted on the map since the fifth century. They
began to serve the Yamato authority with a horse-raising business in the sixth century. The clan also
took care of the Nukatabe princess and was actively involved the Yamato government after she took
the throne as Empress Suiko. Notably, the clan maintained their position as the lord in their
homeland while working for the central government.

Under the ritsuryo legislation, the Nukatabe clan continued to serve the central government.
At the same time, the clan acted as provincial lord in the Heguri county in the Yamato region.
The Nukata-dera temple and its property were vital to the clan as they provided not only spiritual but
also financial support for the clan.

‘This two-faced character of the clan’s business was common among the clans based in the Kinai
region. They worked for the central government as administrators, while maintaining their status as

provincial governors in their homelands.

179



