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Folklore of the Aged [Rojin] Re-examined

OxkapA Hiroki

This paper poses a question to making the issue of “folklore of the aged” which appears to have
been popular these days, and considers whether it is valid or not to objectify this issue, from the
standpoint of comparative folklore (anthropology). The problems of this issue is to be clarified
by picking up examples in Korea.

In Korean society, the filial piety of the Confucian norm firmly prescribes people’s behavior
even now, and reverence toward parents and formal obedience to parents are emphasized. That
is to say, elderly people have meaning as a distinct social category, and aging or old age is able
to have value in society. The sixtieth birthday is enthusiastically celebrated even today, and this
is considered to be initiation of a person into the social category of the aged. This celebration
stands for a device which clearly visualizes this category. Nevertheless, “folklore of the aged”
has not been established as an issue of study in Korea. Consequently, it is apparent that even in
Korea, “the aged” is a relative category.

When we examine the development of “folklore of the aged” in Japan, we notice that the
presentation of this issue includes a certain kind of strategic opinion. That is to say, if folklore
overthrows the persisting negative image of “the aged” since modern ages, it could contribute
to some extent to present—day Japanese society which is facing aging society. However, accord-
ing to statistics of population, it is apparent that the substantial category of the aged who held
“folk” in common was not established before modern ages, even if there existed an image of the
aged. Therefore a question is posed to “folklore of the aged”, which regards the elderly before

modern ages as in substantial category continuous up to now, and finds “folk” there.

key words: folklore of the aged, Korea, initiation, social category, modern

468



