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Those who Integrate Gods: The Location of the Ryuo-no-Mai in Nana-sha
Tachiai Shinji at Hiyoshi-jinja Shrine

HASHIMOTO Hiroyuki

The Ryuo-no-Mai, dragon king dance, which is seen widely in the Harima area of Hyogo Prefecture,
follows the typical format of an O-no-Mai (king dance) and yet has many unique characteristics that
are not seen in a so-called O-no-Mai. Thus it is reasonable to say that the Ryuo-no-Mai originated
new features at each individual festival. In this paper, I attempt to address part of this issue of origi-
nation and have chosen the Ryuo-no-Mai presented at Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji (Joint Rituals of the
Seven Shrines) at Hiyoshijinja shrine in Ikegami, Izumi-cho, Kasai City, Hyogo Prefecture. The
Ryuo-no-Mai at Hiyoshi-jinja shrine has acquired a unique form which, while following the general
characteristics of the O-no-Mai, has become a contextualized component of Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji,
so that movements reminiscent of the O-no-Mai continued to develop in an individualistic fashion in
each festival. Such movements should provide extremely important keys to the history of perform-
ing arts about the O-no-Mai.

This paper provides an overview of the Ryuo-no-Mai in the Harima area and then gives a general
picture of Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji. Furthermore, I describe how the contents of the seven shrines
involved in Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji have changed, and reference not only the Ryuo-no-Mai of
Hiyoshi-jinja shrine but also the Ryuo-no-Mai that was formerly presented at the festival at Ishibe-
jinja shrine which had a similar format to that of Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji in order to consider the lo-
cation the Ryuo-no-Mai in Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji of Hiyoshi-jinja shrine. As a result, I found out the
movements of the Ryuo-no-Mai were contextualized as dramatic devices that integrate gods and
people who participated in Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji.

The Ryuo-no-Mai at Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji began at the moment when all the mikoshi were fi-
nally ready and the tension was at its highest. It is possible that it strongly reminded people of the
existence of social conflict by arousing noise and laughter, and at the same time it served the pur-
pose of eliminating such conflict. In other words, the Ryuo-no-Mai was a performance that reminded
people of the conflict between the ideal and the real, with which Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji itself inevi-
tably grappled, but at the same time, it reversed this conflict and served as a way to literally struc-
ture Nana-sha Tachiai Shinji by performing as those who integrate gods. In the sense that this fol-
lows the general characteristics of the O-no-Mai, it connects the Ryuo-no-Mai to the history of per-

forming arts about the O-no-Mai.
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