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Two Narratives from Fieldwork
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Two Narratives from Fieldwork

Naxkasujt Yukiko

This paper examines the structure and transformation of “narratives” encountered by the
author while undertaking research involving fieldwork. It does so through a study of “narra-
tives” belonging to two different spaces that arose in the course of conducting interviews on
ancestor worship. The issue is whether the differences in these two narratives encountered by
the author arising from the same topic of a family’'s ancestor worship cast them as part of
shared memory among a village or make them personal and private matters.

When considering research methods that would take account of these differences in the
style of narrative the author noted the studies of rural villages undertaken by Tadashi
Fukutake. That is, Fukutake allowed for the co-existence of two different styles of narratives
within the same village by combining the two methods of conducting interviews on village
structure and surveying respondent’s attitudes using a standardized sheet of questions.
Another example of research with this kind of multi-layering of narratives is to be found in
Tsuneichi Miyamoto's “The Forgotten Japanese.” In this work, Miyamoto views the gathering
together of people to discuss issues as the oldest narratives of a community, from which the
narratives gradually become alienated and take on a personal flavor. In this paper, the author
takes another look at this change using two criteria. These criteria are the survival of two
restrictions that do not allow for separating out narratives by individuals from the personal
interests or opinions of the individuals themselves. One restriction is based on a shared past,
while the other is a restriction caused by horizontal ties, such as those experienced in waka-
mono-gumi, or young men’s groups. This first restriction is examined using the concept of
“indebtedness to the past” from Ruth Benedict's “Chrysanthemum and the Sword.” The con-
cept of “group consensus” in Kunio Yanagita's “Stories on Marriage” is used for considering the
second restriction,

In fieldwork there is a mixture of narratives that can be located variously using these two
criteria. Consequently, care is required concerning the topology of these narratives so that it is
independent of differences in the values and conventions contained in these narratives that

make them shared or personal.
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