EELRESVERRRE $133% 20066128

Radiocarbon Dating for Archaeological Studies of the Jomon Period
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Radiocarbon Dating for Archaeological Studies of the Jomon Period

KoBayasui Ken'ichi

This paper presents the history of research for the purpose of establishing a relationship between
archaeology and the indispensable method of dating in connection with reconstructing the Jomon pe-
riod.

The use of radiocarbon dating in Japanese archaeology goes back to the 1950s. As a result, there is
already a long history of research involving this subject, which is divided into the following phases:

PhaseI:  Up until the dating of the Natsushima shell middens

Phase II:  Controversy between short chronology and long chronology

PhaseIll: Disengagement from Jomon research and the arrival of the AMS technique of

radiocarbon dating.

Phase IV: Recent pursuit of new research

Of these phases, this paper draws particular attention to new research trends that have occurred in
recent years. Next, it describes the changes that have occurred in opinions on the dating of the Jomon
period based on the results of dating. This reveals that research on the Jomon period placed emphasis
on AMS radiocarbon dating from the very beginning. As a result, there has recently been a lack of
general understanding concerning the calibration of dates for the period. On the one hand, attempts
to apply the results of dating to research into the duration of changes in the style of pottery and to the
reconstruction of settlements are meeting with some success. Furthermore, however, it could be said
that this is negating new research that goes beyond the position of dating, such as studies related to
the characteristics of carbonized material adhering to pottery.

The use of AMS radiocarbon dating is already an essential component of Japanese archaeology,
and we have now reached the stage where it should be included in a positive way in archaeological

methodology.
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