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Land Use and Diversity in Wet Rice Cultivation as Seen in Terraced Fields:
Livelihood Strategies of the Tai, Hani, A'lu, Yao and Kucong Tribes
in Zhemigu, Yunnan Province
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B ERRGEMERRERS
#1398 200843 H

Hh—EIYV (F—IL—1K)

WYX AFHET L LM, HOBEROBIKE L £ 1,350m 0lidh s, BROKSN $ ToORlL
BEZF3kmé, ZORBOMEOEE X7 2km OHPMTH 5, BROLW THKIZEL7-#t
X TFHESFHL TS, HAPFHETHEMIE3321ha TH S (X4, K1), KEOHEIZ, /h
SLBMHERBHP LSO LHITEREL TV, NEL2BHORKEDIIEHE T, FHEMmicEs
W DEWEEY A TUHBEAS (39.99%ha, 120%) (BEHE4), M OMEIZEMR L2 58I
MPFTIEA B (2555ha, 7.7%) (BED5), KHBOFEIZIZF v v H/Y (2615ha, 7.7%) (B
E6), LEYZF A (2606ha, 78%), bwEw i (484ha, 15%) FLTHEZ2HEE T4
M (794ha, 24%) LB EY A 71 (644ha, 19%) &£ % 4 71 (17362ha, 523%), %
NIZF 7k (199ha, 60%) HILASH,

WYHE S A 7 LiE 5 4 7ICBATT AERMICEI TR Y 2 5hb, LB IZAH
DEFERIMA 26 ~ 28 EE TLEDD, RIFIEEN0BRARICEITTHS2~4 HFORFIIBZ
bhb, TOHMFBIZA-725 BIERORMZFITE L E %,

WO IEFHH & EPREES A 71 - TIPSR LTS, BES S ICREED &
RHFMEMD> SHEMFHE S AT - INOEHEZEVELTE), FEAEZHEME FH UFRE TR
FHLEREZHBYEST, 2T ORNEAMOMICE»2EMHEE I A T 1 54 7 TiRHoRH % &
2L T, FlEMCIEFYy v 3%, LEYZSR, FPYERITHFHIONLY, FhEIRNC
FEMHIET 5o

OB TSNS EE Y 4 TN L 54 TMDBERELD, BE O—85%H5
WTHEMESES N, FL LT ER T E2EET S,

B L2 800m DT OEWHIHTIE, “HEL TR TH L, 2OHFRI—WBAIINAI T v F
KaEMzZ T BICIERMED, F3BREEZS (K2, BIKBLZ800m L EoKHIEE, —H
HTHERMEEMZ 5, »—EL X TiE, N4 7Y v FXRIZ1990 E£R0OED D IZBA SNz, [UH#E
RIZE L oo, MEFHRIRC-DBETLIAZHRL TV ARV LR, 1EF0HECE
HLIAADPRRLEBROTTIAZHAL TV,

FHETHRE LTV AR TR, FrERIY, FxoHN, LEVSS AOEMNERIE V.
LLZEDEPIC1EEBELT, HIEE Y ~<AE, IAM4%E, $ M E, HEAFT, Fav),
=AY, FE =9, ARFx, T4y, RLFo TN, 20X, LAY, S, F R,
Hriav, M E, IV 7, AF, FIINTE BISKRLEHOFRENEE INS (R2),

FoETITEER Y v oL 1970 ERDE D SHEM TR SN, I AL RKICEELERES
7eo BEREBRONWEHERIIRIBEMN THE, I—EZ/OYREMZIL DL, ZORDEHE
DIAIL, F v v NOEROIHERAS 2,000 ~ 3000kg T % 1kg =5~6FETHb, hVE
oy 2000 ~ 3000kg DIVEHDH Y 1kg = 1.1 TTTH 5,

LEYZ S 231990 E£ 0N, FHl-2BREEWE L TEASIN, VLEY TR TIEIZS
~APELTELTHMAMLL ChE2F RO CMMRERIITL. YROLEY 77 AOIHEIL
745 100 ~ 200kg H Y, 1kg = 30 LTHR-TWEH EWVI,

BEIVTNOEROEITE HILIZA DT TRESEL LTREIIZWL, h—EIZ U TEHER
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B 37 SR RSB R RS
$139% 2008€ 34

A, BEOREL6OTLOEHMHTOREEBI 2> TV 5, 1 HIOFHEHFETE L F 40 ~ 50
TEOWAK RS, 1 7 AT200~25078, 14EICTHEBEZ 2000~ 3000 TOWAILZD, Th
VBEROBELBHEWAIC R > T\,

H—CLrOLBAHOKEIE, HWBEIATHFI~TTTLr%L, BREZEETL547
NVIUREOHEMBRESFEL 2N ETH D, BYHES A TIHHROSFEIILIBRFEL TR
Vo FRAEMEES AT ~TEHEAOKSRE LTRR SN TEY, whiditto—8%2BR
LTwd, 2F W FHAO AR FEMIZZAHLRL ShTtwi,

BRBCBVWTT -V —KOWHEIHRDIEKRT, LrdBRLRERS X7L%3D [HH 2006,
2007b, 2007clo & ZAAUKHEMEIZ, NPFFHET2 LHICEDLHEGIX77% EHVDITH LT,
FHEM & BFREMOEENL 196% L EV. ESICRTHMORBORE L XL T 5, HEW#HESY
AT -0 -MA662%% 5%, TOMBEOLIPHHTH 5,

COEHITH KL OAEFEDORLIE, 1970 FRDIETA S HAE  CRERMETEZ < SHEMII
XAMERZE VR D,

RIFEE_K (VAR

RFEE_BRIHAT A L0, HoRBE, KEil (#2506 m) & WEREIL (#3074 m)
ORMBMEOF MM RPHES A TNV -V - V) FTFEILHNTE D, B FHRBHE K
WHRERICEEL TS (H5),

HNOBBETHRELTWS1iid, 24284had b (E1). HOREICIZVE 2 0 RBREGEME
WCADKATYEN, HIHIZBRE»SHmICHTTHESNRS (21.82ha, 9.0%). BBOKHE LA
W% S 4 71 (218ha, 29%), HWB# ¥ 4 7 (2943ha, 121%), HWEEE Y 1 7V (12484 ha,
514%) WCHHETE S, HICBREL CHEMAH 25 (15ha, 07%), TOEEEIHK . D)
A OREIISHAANTE A LR, BREBE T 2HEYHES 4 TV OEEIEFTEL 05
LA TH S,

RFRE_RIIBTD 1 EROFEEPOEN I ALV F—%2 R DL (XR2), A F—HET,
ERFEENA Ty FRPHEZONDE, BRTIT AZIZIZEHEHTETH 55, KRBIK L CHRE
THRMII LV, BREACTHZ SN LRI, FX HNoHA, ~F~<, 405y, B85, Fao
7Y, BEELZECERIIEON, IRXTCERATH S, EEREIBEOATEY, FERSOHEIZH
BT CHBAL TS,

1998 £ TH OB T, BMABIhbhTwi, £HEOEBICIEALHYEES 4 7T - 1
BHHE B 2o TV TH b, MO FEE, 3~4ETLIIHFE» 250052 LAT,
2RHICKRZE) LIZ6KKEL, ABEICKERZRTTTF2HKEDIFTHEL, SRMTidkER, o
FERITEEELTEREL TV, FRICMATE:F Y v 48, SR, 80, BHELHEITY
720 MM TOEIEIRDLL LZOHEMEI0FEDEHRFEL, MEDORERFo THhOEHERMIZL
TWwWize 5121920 ~ 30 I P L T/, 1989 4 3 TR TREMG 2 A2 TV 729,
CDEIINATY v FREWERB L% 800m fEOMETERT L9125,

HOBBOZRMKTIE, 20004 FTE (JavXay 74 2Z0MM) 2HEL TV (BET),
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E IR RGHBYEARES
$£139% 2008%3A8

HRBOY LA AR BIEAS (, FRTHA B SBAT B0 HHBITBNT 1950 448
PRABAZHRb B AT L 10k 50, ZAMMRYAKLAELHEL THOF, ik
BORIEICED = & T SO ERBANUAM 5o T E fry 5 512 BHTOIEBWER b 1990 4
REDD TT, BAILE T %o TUries

STHASFHATS 59 1 o0MMIE, KBl L IO TN LA S AT (HWE%
54TV V) T HA55 L2 10km ALY = b FAEHT O (SI8). BIERE
BIRIHE SN TV B, 1900 EROKD D T, BEBWORRN, HRHEDRE FHNTO
BRI & T, ECERE R LT &, B RN TEE (S =2 v 44} Zingiberaceae
DY x 7 7 B Amomun tsao-ko CREVOST et LEM, D3R FE, W X7 0AshiER A
DEERHCR D) FHREL, RETICHE L THENAIL TV A, 2070, 5 AL F
FIL T, HORBOERE D G135 A1k,

RYERE_KROZEFOFTRMIE, K% - FEILO 1500 ~ 2000m OFFHE T, SHErins
R BIAES Do HA SR EVERITE L 2 dkm H 1, B b EVCERHH» 5 5
17 10km BN, PIRILORMTY = b+ A ESMBORENR WIBEEY 4 7V) Nibb. i
POECEBEEOBMEET b, ERMARETSHWBES 4 7V - NOFKE, WFRDLH
AR IRE L T o 207200 1 A—d72 ) 10 ORI 2 BRFIZ 4> TERHNC T 5,

BEOERAIHA SR LE T = b F AEEROBHIHS (BEHO) (352 5ha)
I HIEEE ¥ 4 T WAEAY, OB SHBEV 5 4 712 % 5. BRI, R
25 ILORTOUELS & 2 1700 ~ 2000m (LA D (RO, (HIZo0TRERE), (5
F10, BRI, BEID.

BTEETI 1058 45 5 HBEOBI LI LoDy UIBOMiIE 1kg = 7 ~8EL R, 70~
SOEMRICoTH lkg =7~ 8T o720 EZ AW 199 EIIHEEDRET, HXRBUNOERD
AR L, fiHsAS kg = 90 SEI0 3R LA - 720 BRI, HALEAERENEE B2 X
%D,

BROERMONIES, BETHTH L 2000 ~ 3000kg & 1, 4 HIEHHEOWANES D,
RYIBE R TRLIERIZIAPAIMER T, BEXF2000TTHsL I, L LEEIIEE
DFRBEN & B IWEROEBAK X\ EROTEAWEC 5~ 6 A IZFHS 0 L ERABHAS £ 15,
$EROMRIEERB THESNADTRAEL, BHASBOEROURERI L - Th s Bl
T 5%, 2003 1% 1kg = 32 7C, 2004 fE i 1kg = 24 5T, 2005 4Ei1E 1kg = 20 55, 2006 i lkg =
0IETH 5B, 1999 FOMlikE & BT 5 L EEIREIRENTVSE, BTFEE_KRICBIIAHED
HAWAR, EROWAM- TV B0, 2ONHR & Hil T L RO £ > T
K& BT B0, BB IREIWIEE VR B,

BTEHBHOAZOBBIE, HELIRNBS 5 1 7N OBKOTRAT: <, A& Ak
DRETICIE, HWEEY 4 7V - IOBAKIED. 51 1000 £ E THIL AR, FHIRE
o R BARI B D 2o T tze Lin LY A EAERBITHE ) (EA 7S 1920 45 LI B
LEELTEWAL, FATORORIE 570 BERRHCOMEIN 2N & R~ Z{L L
7o, BRI AR A EEE LTEE WS AT - LTV 5,
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[LHFIAEHEAD S HToKEREOSHE] - BE X

BE (\ZK

ERFHET 5 I, BRI L DAL, IWIEA SHEEICIEDT S BRE T D #HKIICE 2B
HOEAE, KACWEISHORHZ T EXRMIIEL T/ YORMTH 5, HKIX, 27307ha
2B (K6),

HoF®ICHHEEIN (HK 1,380m) OWTEZ OISR S L £ 800m, Bits & £ 400m D
WHIHDBEE Y 4 TNPER YR OKBEERIC R TS (BEE13), F-ROBHLETEOR
Bzh, MBBEN Y A 70R5 (MEHbET4L72ha, 150%) (1),

BIEE RSB, R, FTHo3oHMRICHT A EHNTES (1894ha, 69%) (BHE 14), WM
WX EBRVEROSEE, SEmeEmBE%Es 471 - 01 (878lha, 322%) - I (28.35ha,
104%) A%y F 9= 27RZIED>TwE (BEE15),

WEE YA A4 TMCBBLIERT, 2~3 A0EFCZO—HFTOERELA D o
T, WS 2B 2VHERICY Y 22 5, 2F VREMOMICIEA 2 MRS I & LidAKSo
HEZIZLTBY, BMEFURBETREL B LD ET

COFERI VIV ERMULZOEN, A—CVOBEE3HMEEIATINI A TIIZER
LB TRV TIMERICY D 22 501X LT, BETIEMEE Y 4 71 25V CTHEICER
BTrL0n)IBONDH L, FEEROFMEMPEERPNSATAHMMEES A T - TIZHRT
X%, FhPFhoRXEEREEY - Y XD di3s0I00,

Prék (396ha, 15%) 1, SEMEEHEFL DOMICHEL, IhrlEYLMl & OREH,
ZFHICELR EOBEOMB L LTHHELTWAZIT TR, BAOBRBHID 2o T,

WHBXIEZ T TR LI, BECE-> TR, BE, FHIZH»IN 5, 1990 FRDOFE
MONATY Y FREZHAEILD TS, IXAOBBITRICR 7280w, 2hlEIE, 14ED
BPICRBEAAPRELTERTEBAL TV,

M THIET B EELRIEWIZF v v /% (6098ha, 223%), FEuay (1028ha, 38%),
LEY /5 A (1529ha, 56%) T, H3FEM (0.77ha, 03%) 3O FEERL T EOMH MR LI
HAETARETHS, FICRORBROZKRMCE L2FHEIE, Fv vy PBRPLTEE IR TY
%

O IBREOLHMB ORI, BERLHLOEYBREN Y AT, ZOELOEYEED -
My 47, #0FofEMEMABRE -V FETELEZETHE, TALHFHOI H, 7
HH RO ILVEREEY 5D, 1—-CTVERRDVBEMABIILALLRL, 202D HITF v v TN
OERERDBIENC & 2 BB E T 5,

48 (J\ZI®)

HOTRIES L2 220ha b 5. 875 B L2 800m) OF 4 5 IO (HEHH £ 2 1000m
DHE) T TG Y A 7T - VAN ) KERERIC R > T 5 (M7, 5 16).
HOME L E T i 78V, HORBOREN L, 2 L CREOMN : RERIE S 5%
DRI, 0 3DDBREIIEN STV Bo F 1A OKEOEBEI LA ST Do HAFLE
§ B ERICE RS ORASE, 2 L TAME 1 5 ATHAOE D SEAREM %> TS,
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B3RS RGBT IRE
$E139% 200843 H

WINR b B L £ 800m LLTIZERL Tw b,

KB TNTHEB L £ 80m LT IZH Y, “HHELPTETDH S, £ 7 v FKAH 1990
FRISBAZNLURI» S, TAOBKPURETH ), LHEFLEKIC—HH CIHEL -0 X 31
Tieh, “HEZEBHICEbLTV LW,

S, ML ThnFr o PN VEVTTAPMIONS, LM LEERH —EL TH
B Zo7:, WYBEIA T - 0 - IAHEROBIZ/ Sy FRICAD Z LI L3 % v, /2 b
EO T Y03 1980 EARDRNHIIESE L Tw7zds, HEREEFIT L Twiv, 2005 E16F vy
YNEBE L TCOLFEMT, N7 TAOPGHMOMAF IR Y, BIEFEATNS, T/
2004 2 HIIF R o 72 KHZ N F FHANCEEZIZ LD, 2007 FITIIM O TR TOKREA
NFF N EEL 72,

THTRIBAELBAIIHMEM CTREEDAMAZ B TRETHED, HTH A RUNDT — 11—,
YA, Iv AR Lo THENAIIL TS (BEE17, EE18). M7= b 46 D%
ZEIAME/RE S TV A, 1990 FRLANIEH OREM TEE T 205 A KA OBAL, £hh b
H K EMA LMo TV

FHIZBIT 5 2003 HELABT DL EDO RIS, WHAERB L £ 800m U FichsbZ &T, ZHE
LIADBRDHREIE 722 LiZH B, £ L TI970 FRLUAMOFHEMTIX, PYyEQTISL -F v
PN - MAEELEWE L THIE LTz, 1990 FREEHPLLEV T IAPEEENS LD
27 %o 2004 FEH HIIKHE NS FHANEEMEL, S 5122005 F0 51k F v v 35l T AHAD
BIEVHEA TV S, 3DDOEH (1970 FALART, 1980 44~ 2003 4, 2004 FFLARE) 12 & - THH#E
DEFIIZENL TV 5%, FERAMHB L2 800m LLT & v ) 588 % Vd L 7 A SEHRIE % 4 4 1
LTWwWaZETIddAL T,

EZEAR (U—Y3 VK

HAEFAL T2 1L, BB L% 6km, Bfis L% 3km OHPAT, HHZB L% 1000ha
£ WD WATARZI Y BEAi BV AROBIBT, HabHIcH L 2 3km 2 dRBIZED S
FRLUMBRE b)), 2ORBLICHEDEES 4 T - NVIEAES, EEHED SEMOILOFHE
T TORPBEE Y A TNH%E (BEEI19, LEALELRIIRVWEOFRRERNLLFEREHS
ABEDWLOMEIC T ToLE, I XTUREEZBI LWL A 7T OFMTHE, KA
BEALEZ TOWRVWEMROBRBENIEN L, DI NICEHOVICHEDREELESY A TIHFBRELTY
Iy &y (K8 BEH20, BEH2], 5K 22),

HE2~3ADESRIC, ERUMYMOHATEZRITE L Vo7 -3, HMYWHEES 4
THEECHEPSKEDITFHREE LIFTw{, HHIF 1930 #RICEELARI TV = bFadh ol
EL, HEORAL D BEDENO LI 2o 720 £ L T 1950 FRDIE LDICRHEDOHICH
DEAZDLEN, 19550 FROBHL D IZIIBEEORFILA LR R Y ERHKRBIZ R80T,

1998 4 % THEMAHLT, KHAZDODDOVHEEL T Rd o7z, B TIIBER, Fx v ¥
FTEDI YRR, BRIGIREOE IS, WOREOBWIEITIR by Ena v 2 HH L Twis,
WD IEEEL, 4FEICHMEEZ YD 22 2 HEE L 5T/,
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B3I ER R EYERRES
1398 2008F3 A8

1999 EASBUFICE o TIMEX AL S h, FhEBECHWHAZEL LIRS (BE23), #
ELIMEEZBI2->TwaY, kKARZLZILOSEIIEE LTHEAL TYWiYv, bIhicgEk
BB M RBORERMS D), FHPELEFRLN A 2BRETIHETH S, FAITLB L
W2 8E BN, KEEBRKT 57207280,

1950 SR UAATIE, B HE BAICB IR, FHLA 2V Y, Far, BE, 2 X3, &
INBREFEROBTREY) IALRBML T, /2% /73, F257, TRV LEYI MR
BmTHolze MTORBZT TR, =, ¥, FMKREEEONG IO BI o T, 20
BEIIEAE PEHOSEE F/, 27, AFRk), ax, HETBLTWi

BETHAXLBEBTRATEIEELBR TH S, 77—V 3 VIEERA X EZRG0H, ¥ 1EIZ
FATAERD (BE24), FRELBLZ20TT, BRZEBIZ20TTEND, ETRALEHE
B TIRBETHSY, VAR LMOREKEEZRT 2HAIIFALTD, HICAIPORTES,

HMOBREWRADOHFEIEY = b FahS5BREEST, FREHTRRETI2EVOIBAXRHETHHH
EHFNTE, HPOFWTEELZEZ THRE SVORHICHERONPSH), £22T* /2,
%095, RRELAEAL, ZhEEROTTR)FEIMAL TV D v bF2ORRIE
FELBEMER-THED, BRE, FyEoad, FyoyP 2 2FLLTHITWEENT,

ZHEOREKROBEENAR, HEROPETH A, HEHIE, HromEAFMICNETS Y M
AL DOEBRCIZIENSHYEE Y A TVORKAT, BLZ0FEFH»S5IILO, EHARDOE
RIRTHVERBEL2BIL-oTEY, 2006 FOERPAIL, HRDBEVWRT2HEK, PLHEVWERT
b 4 ~ 5000 TOUAADH > 72,

FEostEATEOEEIZ, 1990 FERUN F THREHLTH -0 ZOHERITOEBOHEK
BELDD, HOSHWHHL TWAReAr —EIZIZEEICBHERLLL, Z20hdr0—H% FEHE
THIZL, BERG, bvEDnad, FyoydaL 2L vz, LA LBETONEIEIIRE
ET, BESME L CEROWMTRL D, N, vF, FAREaX, ik SKEGEOXHRE
BIhoTwiz, 1990 FRLAEIE, FEEBMFMIBLALBI LT, HREFEL, Y= b
FATHEHRTEANTH CREEHEVHLIIE > T b,

3 EFEtEYFIA

WAMAAOEEE LEE (515, BTEE K (YHK), A—Cxy (T—1—1k) o
SoDRME - HTHELE (£3).

BEAEMOME 2 TV BT %, DKM, 2EERE 3EEEE-BeRr 4KBA-IR. 5 EH-BehE 6 2,
THR, BEMD 8 DI 7 2L TRELEHEMEHICHLR Y, HACFAZLT S 5uoo
ZORFHEC oW T WEL BT 4) L) Hikd & o 5 bITHA L —#IcH O
FREL, BAEMMORSE L FRFEEB X &\ kb b be TEIEL 7,

EEETIE 2 HEOS AR A REL 2, S0 bRHE LTAALTWA0IE 68 %
LLTHSD O 6 MM, T8 - 7S DIHIF 208 A AR Bo HASEAFBEL TR
ROBT, BHOLHEHRIZOVTHERD £ 55 o7, HiE LCHMT S 6 IO
Tit, 0 RROBAORADPERABDROMBZE I LI bETHEZTT, HAZEORELH
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[HHFIR & NEAED S KEREOZARME] - e X

BEBIVZ Dol TS OFAMPWICIAFOREEN L, TH] 2w ) —BMLEBH
15T 5o

ZFRICH UK - BEBE, ZRICERZZAKBICEZTWSEIFY, *EFH, FrITFIIY
T, F2¥3, vRZY, 2L vo i BKEENY HASBFERAL L TRAT M
BEboTWz, FACO6EBIIAENLZBLTE L TRICENICRET 5, ZHIERAZHE
EFHOHEBETH Y, BEHFIIEEENZIC I Z2UHOPOR VW L, BIEEIKDS 24 H
IZBZ%) . TOLH T LHROFEMYEFIHTLEIE, KENEZOFLIZRES R TNS
ZIThL, Sh0EEERRNCHHE LD, BERICEOZWRHETICBI 2bh b,

PALEECBKTIE, ARATAHAEBTHRL 2T TR ERICOIZS, MEARYRAEEB
Lol RFRE_HKOTRIE, YAHROMEWLAETHY, ZODEEITNT L HEBIEEIZ
BEZo, LALKHTOMERYRARICET - AL, BEEDOFRLZERHEIIOW
TTRIEEHFHZMZRE D> TR o725, BIZOWVWTRIBEAEVAFTEZDAHEVI I L
HTEL, EHELERELY, NAPZRZFNICEELHPOMEE LA L TWE AT TR, BE
M [E] LW RBOBEEIE %, TXTUYAEOBAELE DD,

FIAL T2 71 MEOFAERY OWFIL, £HAS 16 3, FKHA 42 8 KEO 4772 fli,
FREWS 1 EETH D, RHCFET2HAMY ORBII EFR L FARICKROLEETH L, K
HEZFORBICHEZAIFHE, FEFH, FrIrFrIvy, FIr¥yItvo-mAKHEERD
FHT 207205 FIZIh b 02T 2B IRE, FHNIHHLTW 20 TR ZV, R,
ZHUZKEE, R, HHICEZ 2BEOTEHEMOEHE LTHET S, FHE L THHHT S 43 1
HOBRERY DS S, SEEIKEICAZHSMESD, 3L EERFERNICAEZ TWS, EHfLt
B 5L 35 ICHEMAHOBEE LSS LT TR, MBS LA KM, BERE, B, K
B, IR, Wb, MR, FRAR RN SRR D B

FEELRLEECBRIRBELT, A-YI U TRABELTWAEANYE, b 7HEEE
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Land Use and Diversity in Wet Rice Cultivation as Seen in Terraced Fields:
Livelihood Strategies of the Tai, Hani, A’lu, Yao and Kucong Tribes
in Zhemigu, Yunnan Province

NISHITANI Masaru

Eight tribes and one commune live scattered in the villages of the Lahu people and the village of
Laojizhai in Zhemi in the Autonomous County of Jinping Miao, Yao, and Dai in the Honghe Hani and
Yi Autonomous Prefecture in China’s Yunnan Province. The people live at different altitudes ranging
from the river plains about 500 meters above sea level to the mountain slopes about 1,500 meters
above sea level. The complex nature of the topography and climate has created a diverse range of
living environments, which has led to differences in the livelihood strategies of each tribe and village
unit.

This difference in livelihood strategies has generated diversity in wet rice cultivation. Other factors
are the ecological environment, land use and the terraced fields on the mountain slopes, methods of
using wild plants and the regular markets held in Zhemigu every sixth day.

The ecological environment of Zhemigu is complex. Each of the tribes and villages in Zhemigu do
not use these diverse ecological environments exhaustively or homogenously. Instead, they use the
land by selecting a part of a particular ecological environment. Consequently, the livelihood strategies
of each tribe and village are independent and different. A composite of livelihoods is formed by the
bringing together and mutual supplementing of these diverse livelihood strategies.

This composite of livelihoods in Zhemigu has become even stronger due to the differentiation in
livelihood strategies mediated by the markets and is possibly one factor behind the creation of diverse
ways of cultivating wet rice. It is, therefore, not possible to understand these people using the single

concept of “wet rice farmers”.
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