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Land and People :
the Case of Himba, Pastoral People in Namibia ;
Their History and Present

YoSsHIMURA Satoko

Himba and Herero are bantu-speaking pastoral people of southern Africa. Although today they
differ considerably in appearance, including features such as hairstyle and clothing, they speak the
same language and recognize each other as closely related groups sharing same ancestors and social/
cultural similarities. According to their oral history and literature, their ancestors came to south-
western Namibia from northward, through southern Zambia and southern Angola, in the mid-16th
century. Some of them had gone as far as central Namibia by the mid-18th century. Till the beginning
of 20th century the some ancestors of Himba and Herero used to move far, for example some of them
moved from the area of Namibia to Angola or Botswana for escaping with their life from raiding by
other ethnic groups or the war with German colonial government.

Today Himba live north-western Namibia and south-western Angola. Many Herero live in central
Namibia, some live in north-western Namibia and also in Botswana. In the case of Namibia they
usually lead a small nomadic life which people repeat to move only at close distance seasonally and/or
occasionally.

In this article, I have organized the history of Himba and Herero’s migration in reference to their
relations with other ethnic groups and some policies when Namibia was under German or South
African rules; and for the period following the 20th century, I have focused especially on the case of
Himba in Kaokoland. There I shall clarify the process through which the Himba came to lead a small
nomadic life in such a small area as they do today. I shall also explain how they came to strongly
recognize their dwelling area as their land which its habitants have priority over other area’s people on
its use and management.

Since the South African mandatory day, which government severely restricted native people’s
migration, there is no raiding between ethnic groups but other problems have arisen, including
conflicts over land resources among inhabitants, or those happening between the government and
some Himba people over development plans. With pointing out such incidents and referring to the
way in which people responded to them, I shall explain about the influence of past governance policies

on the present Himba’s life and view of the history of the relationship between Himba and land.

Key words: Namibia, Himba and Herero, land, colonial day, development
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