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Understanding Pit Dwellings from Middle Jomon Using '*C Dates
KOBAYASHI Ken'’ichi

This paper examines the numbers of pits (the number of constructed pits) and the number of
occupied dwellings (units of living activities for maintaining continuous occupation) in southwest
Kanto from the perspective of periods and actual time.

The study’s findings revealed differences in the number of pit dwellings and the number of
occupied dwellings for each period. When there is a highly mobile system of habitation the number
of occupied dwellings is low compared to the number of dwellings, and whereas a single settlement
would frequently not use dwellings, during periods when the number of settlements increased both
the number of pits and number of occupied dwellings increased. There were also more examples of
repairs and rebuilding (the building of pits with overlapping relationships) and of multilayered and
continuous use of the same settlement. More occupied dwellings are found in excavations of the same
pit for periods when a certain pottery type continued for a long time. From the period of the zenith of
Katsusaka type pottery to the period of the zenith of Kasori E type pottery, there are approximately
two occupied dwellings per pit. In contrast, during the first half of the period of Katsusaka type
pottery and the final stage of Kasori E type pottery this ratio becomes nearly one to one. Looking
at the number of occupied dwellings based on the assumption that they lasted for a period of ten
years, we find phases corresponding to the increase or decline in the number of pits for each period.
As examined in a previous paper, in southwest Kanto there was a gradual increase in the number of
settlements and the number of dwellings, that is, an increase in population, from the time of the zenith
of Katsusaka type pottery through to the zenith of Kasori E type pottery. At the end of Middle Jomon,
the population, which is analogous with settlements and dwellings, declined suddenly. If true dates can
be used to chart the detailed changes to settlement dynamics and living activities, it will be possible to
gain a better understanding of Jomon society. To this end, the author hopes to ascertain more details

about the use of pit dwellings, which were important sites for living activities, and temporal aspects.

Key words : radiocardon dating, Middle Jomon period, Jomon settlement, Pit-dwelling, life cycle

133



