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Coal Testing Regulations at Coal Mines in Chikuho in the Pre-World War Il Period
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In the history of the coal mining industry, much attention has been devoted to distribution,
production, technology, labor, and inter-corporate relationships, but rarely paid to waste coal. Although
it is not put on the market, it is inevitably brought to the surface together with other coal. Coal mining
companies have strived to reduce the amount of waste coal as much as possible since this unprofitable
coal puts them to expense.

This article examines “The List of Coal Testing Regulations at Coal Mines in Chikuho” edited by
the Coal Mining Association (published in June 1931), which compiles the coal testing regulations
of coal mining companies in Chikuho, a well-known coal field. Coal testing is inspection of coal to
determine the amount of payment to the miner who brought it out. This article specifically outlines
the coal testing system of coal mining companies in Chikuho and reviews their written materials about

areduction in payment according to the shortfall and contamination rate in coal.

Key words: coal testing, Chikuho, the coal mining industry, a reduction in payment according to the

shortfall in coal output, a reduction in payment according to the contamination rate in coal
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