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Changes to Funeral Rites and Inheritance of Settlement Management :
The Case of Akimonto Settlements that Hand Down “Mibu no Hana Taue”

SHINTANI Takanori

This paper considers rural areas, which had relatively continued mutual aid in the community
for funeral rites from the 1980s to the mid-90s, and catalogs the changes that followed, up to today,
2020. Among changes to funeral rites, it analyzes specific research examples and theorizes how
the mutual aid relationships of neighborhood organizations, called koju (religious associations) or
kumi (groups), that had played major roles in transmitting funeral rites, especially of a settlement,
are changing with the transition to new forms: funeral services at funeral halls and family funeral
services. It can be pointed out that the degree of influence that changes in funeral rites have on the
cohesion of a settlement depends on how weighted the mutual aid relationships for funeral rites
had been in the traditional cohesion of a settlement. The area of study was the northwest region of
Hiroshima Prefecture, where Jodo Shinshu is prevalent and has followers called Akimonto. There,
what had been serving major functions in the cohesion of settlements, including mutual aid for funeral
rites, were neighborhood organizations, koju and kumi. Some cases show that such groups have
weakened with the introduction of funeral services at funeral halls. In a community that this research
concentrated on, however, despite the transition to funeral services at a funeral hall after the opening
of Japan Agricultural Cooperative’s Niji no horu (rainbow hall) in 2008, it was confirmed that the
mutual aid relationship of koju and some cohesion was still being maintained. What attracted attention
as a background for this was the success in the development from agricultural management as
individual families to as a settlement through the establishment of agricultural producers’ cooperative
corporations, which started in the 1980s. Among the approximately 160 settlements in the same
town, large and small, it can be indicated that the 25 settlements that had established a corporate
organization or a specified agricultural management group by 2008 tended to maintain relatively
strong cohesion as a settlement. Rapid changes took place at the settlements in the town this report
surveyed between 2010 and around 2020 concerning the adoption of funeral services at funeral halls.
The changes were linked to the changes in production and daily life of the individual settlement, and
the report suggests that the management of settlements had been uniform until that time, but the

changes brought to the fore the differences in cohesion strength that each settlement had maintained.

Key word: koju, funeral service at a funeral hall, farmland consolidation, agricultural corporation,

group agricultural management system
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