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Naming System of Sheep:
The Agro-pastoral People Settling in the Jabal Hamrin Basin, the Republic of Iraq

SniNnoHARA Toru

Since the animals with which we human beings have to deal fall into groups, we can
ask how we are to identify their individual differences, or to classify and name the
animals. In this connection, I have gone to the essentials of the logic of classifying and
naming, taking three instances; the shepherd of the agro-pastoral people settling in the
Jabal Hamrin Basin in Iraq, the Japanese researchers studying on Primates and people
enjoying bullfights in Tokunoshima Island. The animals in question are of three kinds:
domestic sheep, wild Japanese monkeys and bulls used in bullfighting. The logical
classification of sheep is on the same principle as that of binominal nomenclature used
in scientific plant name list and is based on morphological differences. To classify or
name a sheep is not to indicate an individual sheep. It indicates a group which satisfies
certain criteria and indicates something that can be replaced by some other individual.
On the other hand, the naming of Japanese monkeys or bulls is a classification, recog-
nizing each individual character on the basis of the identification of individuals. It
indicates an individual which can’t be replaced by others.

In folk-taxonomy about animals, at least two sorts of ideas can be considered. One
is similar to the Linnean system of binominal nomenclature and the other is similar
to individual identification method. In the folk-taxonomic Linnean system of binominal
nomenclature where sheep are identified by pattern of body colour and length of ear,
the natural characteristics and behaviour of sheep are lost. However, the folk-taxonomic
Linnean system of binominal nomenclature is not observed in folk society of Japan. It
is also suggested that the individual identification method which recognizes the animal
individuality is not just peculiar to research scholars, but also is found at the Japanese
folk society level. The difference in identification regarding the difference of individual
bodies of the same species, might reflect a different view of animals between that of

the Japanese and those of people in other countries.
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