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On the Enshrinement of Ichikishimahime-no-mikoto in
the Matsuo Shrine
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On the Enshrinement of Ichikishimahime-no-mikoto in the Matsuo Shrine:
With Regard to the Arrival of the Hata Clans and the Initiation of Rites
at the Kadono-ni-imasu Tsukuyomi Shrine and the Konoshima-ni-imasu
Amateru-mitama Shrine

Hoso, Katsutaka

The Hata clan (uji) was one of the largest clans in the ancient period. In order to deepen
our comprehension of the clan, it is necessary to elucidate the local features and particular
characteristics of each of its constituent groups. An important part of this approach is
to examine the forms of spiritual practices and beliefs associated with the various deities
worshipped by the clan(ujigami), since these practices and beliefs clearly reflect the historical
character and ac-cumulated cultural heritage of the clan.

The Hata clan based in Kadono-gun in Yamashiro Province maintained their position as the
heads of the Hata clans throughout the ancient period. Their sphere of influence extended
throughout most of shrines; in particular, the Matsuo Shrine developed as a major power
comparable to that of the Kamo Shrine in neighboring Otagi-gun. The initiation of rites
and the development of beliefs and practices at the Matsuo Shrine thus merits close atten-
tion. Two main deities are worshipped at the shrine: Oyamakui—no—kami, a male deity, and
Ichikishimahime-no-mikoto, a female. (_)yamakui—no—kami appears to have been an agricultural
deity worshipped in the region before the arrival of the Hata clan. In contrast, Ichikishima-
hime-no-mikoto was the wjigami of the Munakata-kimi clan enshrined in Munakata-gun in
Chikuzen Province; one of the three female Munakata deites, she was an ocean deity
originallylocated in Okinoshima, and was the object of particular worship by the people
that had crossed over from the continent and by the clans who had features as a navigator
and a diver (kayjin-ket shizokw). The Kadono-ni-imasu Tsukuyomi Shrine and the Konoshima-
ni-imasu Amateru-mitama Shrine, both situated near the Matsuo Shrine, took their origins
from Genkainada, and enshrined deities worshipped by the Iki clan and Tsushima clan,
which were formed by groups of navigators and divers. The development of branch sites
of worship (bunshi) of these deities must be understood as the result of the movements
of the people originating on the contient and of the clans who had features as a navigator
and a diver.

Archeologists have to a certain extent established that the clans who had features as a

navigator and a diver moved progressively eastward, from coastal sites in the northern
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Kyushu to inland sites in the various provinces of the Kinai region. Although these move-
ments were in some instances based on their own initiatives, in many cases they were pro-
moted by the Yamato court from the late fifth century forward as part of its efforts
to monopolize control of the seas and traffic with the Korean peninsula. Under these condi-
tions, the crossing of the Hata clan from the peninsula, which involved a series of movements
and stops, can also be seen to be connected to the movements of the clans who had fea-
tures as a navigator and a diver.

One can therefore surmise that the Ichikishimahime-no-mikoto enshrined in the Matsuo
Shrine was carried over from Genkainada by a group of the Hata clan members who had
developed blood and cultural relations with the Munakata clan. Originally, a universal
female deity (Tamayorihime, a receptacle for divine spirits) had been worshipped at MLt.
Matsuo as a counterpart to Oyamakui—no—kami. The enshrinement of Ichikishimahime-no-
mikoto thus no doubt involved an overlapping with a limitation of the divine character-

istics of this deity.
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