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The Formation of Yayoi Culture in Fukuoka Plain
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The Formation of Yayoi Culture in Fukuoka Plain: The Interaction between
Hunter-gatherers and Agrarian

FuJj10, Shin’ichiro

Yayoi is a complex culture based on the preceding Jomon and a newly introduced culture from
the continent and Korean Peninsula. It has been debated who played a major role in the forma-
tion of Yayoi culture; the Jomon people or Chinese-Korean immigrants. Archaeologist have com-
pared and contrasted a variety or elements in the Jomon and the Yayoi cultures. Two alterna-
tive models above have been proposed by focusing either continuities or discontinuities between
the two cultures. However, both persisting and newly introduced elements are equally important
to understand the process of cultural transformation. And therefore, this study proposes a more
holistic approach to the formation of Yayoi culture.

The author considers the formation of Yayoi culture as the process of cultural change associ-
ated with an economic transformation from hunter-gatherer to agricultural economy. The study
aims to clarify the role of Jomon and Korean immigrants in this cultural and economic transfor-
mation.

The paper first surveys each site in the Fukuoka plain based on the distribution of cooking
pottery, the type of wet rice paddy fields, the history of site occupation. It identifies three types
of cultural transformation, each differs in the reason of subsistence change, the process of trans-
formation, the time and the place in the achievement of agricultural economy, and associated
pottery. The three types of cultural transformation are tentatively called here as Naka, Itazuke,
and Shika. In the former two, both indigenous people and immigrants together formed a social
unit. The economic transformation was achieved by the cooperation of the two groups and not
by the initiative of either one of the two.

This case study parallels studies on the Westernization of minority cultures. Westernization
cannot be explained by the single contributor model, either the minority or the westerner. Simi-
larly, the study concludes that the dichotomy of the indigenous versus the diffusion model is in-

appropriate for the explanation of the formation of Yayoi culture.
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