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Wares Bearing Old Seal Marks

EmurA, Hiroyuki

Strange wares are excavated from ruins of Nara-Heian era (8 —9th century) in rare
cases. Personal seals were affixed on the wares as on documents. From an observation
of two samples “Takara” (%) and “Kuwana-no-Kuniyori® (FE%E{K) excavated in Mie
Prefecture, the seals are not seal-imitated carvings, but real seal marks. As if seen with
sealing on paper, ancient Japanese sometimes put seals on wares.

Many of the Chinese characters sealed on wares and roof tiles indicated either a
kiln or a district, “Kuni” () or “Koori” (#}). But, personal seals essentially indicate
only a “name of a person”, so that the purpose of affixing must have been different.
These seal marks only showed their original owners. These seals, usually made of
bronze, are a necessity of local government officials, who are local leaders on the other
hand. Therefore, name-sealing is similar to putting a signature, but it showed the
owner’'s power more proudly. An earthen ware stay of salt-making ware, excavated
from a seaside ruin in Kyéto Prefecture, provides an important hint. This article of
consumption also bears personal seals, which show a fact that the important thing is
not the ware, but the contents, salt in this case. Salt was the necessity of the religious
rite and sorcery.

I think this salt must be separated from others since it is used on a special stage
for a sacred purpose. In the same way, name-sealed wares were made for special
purposes, probably in some religious services, for example, in serving sacred food. And
this act indicates a possibility that the ancient Japanese people regarded the bronze

seal itself as a sort of religious object.
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