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Soldiers’ Death and Their “Hometown”

IcHINOSE Toshiya

After the Manchurian Incident, the municipal authorities established home-front support associa-
tions such as “Kokubo-Domeikai” or “Jugo-Hokokai”. They developed the home-front support ac-
tivities like farewell and welcome meetings or consolation and public funerals. These activities
manifested labor of the men up front and deaths in battle, which were given public significance.
The soldiers or the bereaved families who were manifested were enforced to proclaim repeat-
edly their readiness to risk their lives for their sovereign and country, or their hopes that the
dead would be guardian gods of the state. This seems to have been nothing but the process in
which they were forced to agree with the official “righteousness”. This was the reason why the
state and the military authorities kept promoting consolation and encouragement by “home-
town”.

Nonetheless, the fact that the soldiers’ “hometown” kept making efforts to manifest the “la-
bor” and sacrifice of the soldiers, was important for the bereaved families, because it explained
them the significance of the family members’ deaths. It deserves attention that the manifestation

acquired certain gratitude of the bereaved families.

key words: draft system, consolation, public, funeral, home-front support association (Jyugo-

Hékokai), Pacific War
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