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A Reconsideration of Chyourou System (Gerontocracy):
On the Case of Shimogasa, Ohmi
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A Reconsideration of Chyourou System (Gerontocracy): On the Case of
Shimogasa, Ohmi

HasHIMOTO Akira

The term Chyourou System has been used rather ambiguously in Japan. This paper searches the
reason of this ambiguity through a historical study of the Chyourou System studies, and tries to
reconsider the term with actual examples of Chyourou System.

The concept of Japanese Chyourou System is generally grouped into two; one is the transla-
tion of the theory developed by Max Weber, and the other is based on the experiences gained in
actual fieldwork. It has been pointed out that these two kinds of concept are fundamentally dis-
parate. The root of this problem seems to lie in a succession of studies which has come to pre-
sent two different interpretation of the gerontocracy system. Interestingly, most of the re-
searches which have dealt with Japanese Chyourou System centering case studies, have used the
examples in Ohmi (Shiga Prefecture). Then it becomes necessary to reconsider the research
object Ohmi in order to verify the Chyourou System through fieldwork. Thus this paper takes an
example of Otona in Shimogasa, Kusatsu City in Shiga Prefecture.

The ranking order of Otonas in Shimogasa is strictly clear on seniority, and especially the eld-
est, Hon-otona, plays a symbolic role in the festival rites. However, when we take a look of the
whole [#)], there is no seniority system. Otora is supposed to execute a symbolic role on im-
portant scenes of festivals, but it is not because he is in the position to generalize the whole com-
munity.

The historical investigation on the Chyourou System presented through fieldwork materials
has showed complicated development of the theory, combined with the existence of the geron-
tocracy advocated by Weber. If we dare to point out the root of this problem, the main cause is
that folkloric studies and related similar researches have carelessly quoted a term of another

study field in order to reinforce their own theory.

key words: gerontocracy, Ohmi, Miyaza, transit of the performing arts, similarities
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