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Standardization and Specialization on Culinary Culture of Banquets

TakeucHI Yukiko

Whether are the banquets of ceremonial occasions like wedding or funeral held according to a
standardized and normalized manual of a community, or beyond the manual, according to spe-
cialized social relationship or individuality of the persons concerned? Paying attention to this
point, this paper discusses the phases of standardization and specialization in life presenting oc-
casions.

The culinary culture of banquets consists of the factors derived from outside of a local com-
munity such as the upper classes or urban communities. However, local communities were in
need of the culture and it has been gradually introduced into the communities. When we con-
sider its penetrating process into communities, we notice that at the beginning it was introduced
exceptionally by upper class farmers, then it has been fixed as standards in a community. At the
stage of hearing in the fieldwork, a specific manual of each community which is different from
village to village has been made up. There we can find individual adoption or rejection and vari-
ation of a community.

This paper focuses on the banquet tableware and the existence of cooks for collective ban-
quet cookery. Then it examines communities’ adoption and rejection of the culinary culture of
banquets, and definite forms of variation, and it positions the momentum of the standardization

and specialization,

key words: wedding and funeral banquets, food ways, rural community, common property of

banquet tableware, cooks for collective banquet cookery
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