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Representation of “Folkway” on Television
and Reception by Represented People
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Representation of “Folkway” on Television and Reception by Represented
People

KawaMURA Kiyoshi

This paper aims to discuss the representation of “folkways” by the audiovisual media and to
construct a point of view to help future discussion of media complex in “folk society”. There are
four steps of procedure here.

First, in order to understand the complicated situation of “folkways”, it focuses on a televi-
sion program which has collected materials on a festival and subsistence of a community. The
paper verifies “folk material” represented in the program and it points out that the rhetoric of
representation is alienated from the field. This illuminates how a local community which is sup-
posed to have succeeded to “folkways”, is disposed in the midst of the modern media complex.
Secondly, I interposes an objection to the fundamental view that regards a community as an in-
dependent individual system. This view has been shared with classical folklorists and mass me-
dia. Taking this into account, in order to suggest another viewpoint, the author pays attention to
relation between local community and the outside which has been absent in the representation
by media, and to the subjective flexibility in unifying all levels of activity which affect the com-
munity.

Thirdly, the issue of “reception” of such audiovisual media (including collection of materi-
als) by represented people themselves is considered. “Reception” in this context does not mean
an audience rating or general evaluation, as it presupposes coherence of the content of works
and proposes to confirm how “accurately” the information is transmitted. But rather, the paper
examines “reception” by focusing on how a program is enjoyed in one phase of life or evaluated
on the level of daily conversation and casual talk. Finally, mutual negotiations between mass me-
dia and communities are discussed. “Folkways” are also being formed on internet sent from

community side, and the community’s stratified relationship with mass media should be verified.

key words: audiovisual media, representation of “Folkway”, reception, negotiation, internet
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