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Ethnography of “Koreans in Japan”
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Ethnography of “Koreans in Japan”

SHIMAMURA Takanori

Japanese folklore has never researched on “Koreans in Japan”, mainly because we have thought
that Japanese folklore is to deal with “the Japanese”, namely “Japanese nationality” as far as the
field is on the Japanese Archipelago, and we have never doubted its self-evidence. In its back-
ground, it is supposed that there exist the conditions that Japanese folklore has had close rela-
tion with the nation-state ideology.

However, now it is apparent that Japanese folklore wore ideologism related with the forma-
tion of a modern nation-state, and this ideologism has recently been criticized. Therefore there
are no more logical grounds to limit the objects of Japanese folklore to “the Japanese” or “Japa-
nese nationality”, and to exclude other people such as “Koreans in Japan” from its objects.

Taking the above discussion into account, this paper aims to describe life culture of “Koreans
in Japan” ethnographically, centering the aspect of living which has not much been dealt with
even in other fields of study.

The life culture which this paper deals with is the one developed as Pidgin-Creole culture in
modern Japanese society, and it is exerted everywhere with ingenuity of “Koreans in Japan” to
live in Japanese society. Ingenuity in this case is not too much to say “how to live”, or “surviv-
ing techniques”.

Moreover, this life culture does not adapt itself perfectly to majority Japanese national cul-
ture, with which in fact it has connection. It has been developed with relative independence, and
the same time it has taken strong root in the Japanese Archipelago.

This paper tries to emphasize the necessity of multicultural folklore study through descrip-

tion of concrete life culture of “Koreans in Japan”.
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