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Fieldwork from Now on: Through a Reflection on
Japanese Folklore Fieldwork until Now
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Fieldwork from Now on: Through a Reflection on Japanese Folklore
Fieldwork until Now

MurakAaMI Tadayoshi

In Japan, traditions which folklore deals with as materials are difficult to criricize as they are, be-
cause they are influenced by various factors. These factors include original character of a folk
material itself, researcher’ s intention when he or she picks up a tradition, relationship between a
researcher and an informant, etc. Folklore is the study based on fieldwork, and yet the theory of
source criticism or that of research method has not been deepened. It is an unfortunate situation
and we should try to find concrete measure to improve the situation.

To criticize folk materials is nothing but to verify both the treatment of materials and the
field where materials are obtained.

In this paper, the author criticizes a viewpoint of fieldwork with a help of “A Study of the
Suffered Field”. Fieldwork based on this viewpoint is prescribed as “kuroko fieldwork”. The fol-
lowing two points are suggested how we can make the most of merits and demerits of this type
of fieldwork in future fieldwork of folklore.

(i) Tradition is not a history but an interpretation. This point of view should be penetrated, in
which extensive materials that have been collected should be reconsidered. We aim to study
establishment of tradition or its forming process, and also to reconstruct living culture until
now.

(i) We should positively concern with the field and informants, and develop a way topolicy sci-
ence in a sense. Analyzing various reactions in the course of running research projects, we
should plan to accumulate know-how including folk materials. At the same time, we should

try to critically verify the projects themselves.

key words: fieldwork, folklore, kuroko fieldwork, oral tradition, dealing materials
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