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The Consumption of Prince Nagaya’s Household and the Distribution Economy in
Ancient Japan: Money, Prices and the Organization of Labour Power

KusHIKI Yoshinori

This paper analyzes through the study of Prince Nagaya's mokkan (wooden tablets with inscriptions),
consumed goods and the form of organizing labour power in his household. The management of territories
under direct control, production in the premises, transportation activities, etc. have been investigated and it
becomes apparent in all these aspects that they surprisingly depended on the exchange economy. It is
known as a fact that enormous consumption of the family estate economy was supported by self-sufficient
production of goods, but labour power necessary for this activity depended not only on the people of
various classes under the direct control, but also on externally employed labour power. This is an
important characteristic which can be pointed out for the labour both inside and outside of the premises.
For its economic resources, rice, coins or cloth as for “money” were widely used. Besides the goods
produced in the premises, there were some articles bought from outside, on the other hand, it is assumed
that food and drink were sold through “shops”. It is generally regarded that commercial activities were
incorporated into the family estate economy.

For the next step, certain articles such as rice or cloth are taken up to analyze their conditions of
circulation as “commodities” or “money”. Investigation has been done not only for the period of Prince
Nagaya’s mokkan, but also for the development thereafter. As a result, the most important facts were that
rice and cloth were the economic resources to pay for the labour because they were circulated as
commodities or money around urban areas. Furthermore, correlation between transitional changes of
wages for employed labour and rice price is investigated. As a result, in an urban society at that time, it is
supposed that there was a kind of market exchange relation which affected the two factors. And the
existence of this kind of relation should be a background of emergence of the rice price policy for people in

urban communities.
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