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Distribution and Consumption of Karamono (Foreign Goods)

Sex1 Shuichi

This paper considers distribution and consumption of keramonoe as a part of the studies on distribution and
consumption of the medieval urban communities. It mainly focuses on those of Kyoto in the fifteenth to the
early sixteenth century.

From the eleventh to the early sixteenth century, karamono were brought into Kyoto from China
through Sung trading vessels, Tun vessles conveying building materials of temples and shrines, messenger
ships to the Ming Dynasty, etc. In the fifteenth century, trade with Korea started; especially earlier in this
century missions from the Ming and Korean dynasties and the kingdom of Ryukyu visited Kyoto bringing
karamono, thus it attained the peak of importation.

As for the examples of consuming karamono in Kyoto, cases were such as interior pieces for a feast, a
ceremony or a memorial service, or as offerings of a Buddhist mass. Karamono were also used as gifts;
emperors, ex-emperors or Ashikaga shoguns gave such gifts to vassals or on the annual events like hassaku
, gifts were exchanged. Among these karamono gifts were also works of art.

In the fifteenth and the sixteenth centuries, karamono were also brought to Kyoto through the Shimazu
and Ouchi families, who independently engaged in foreign trade. The Shimazu family actively presented
shoguns and court nobles with karamono obtained from Ryukyu and Korea. On the other hand, the Ouchi
family generally restricted to present karamono to shoguns and court nobles in case of being offered special
accommodations; their presents to shoguns were basically swords and coins. There were also some cases to
divert or circulate presents.

As the import of karamono to Kyoto decreased in the later fifteenth century, the gifts to semurai
became customarily swords and coins; karamono was given less weight for gift-giving.

In Hakata, a center of commerce, kara-mushiro (imported mats), korai-momen (Korean cotton), grains of
pepper were among the gift goods. In Kamakura, karamono were booming in the early fourteenth century,

and it is assumed that they kept being brought in as gifts after the fifteenth century on.
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