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Aspects of Commercial and Monetary Transactions from Wooden Tablets with
Inscriptions Discovered at the Kusado Sengen-cho Site

SumozuMA Yasuo

The Kusado Sengencho site (Fukuyama City, Hiroshima Prefecture) situated in a medieval port town near
the mouth of the Ashida river to the Inland Sea of Japan. This town was established in the middle of the
thirteenth century, and was on the decline at the beginning of the sixteenth century. From this site,
various remains have been found which indicate life and culture of that time, and among them mokkan
(wooden tablets with inscriptions) are worthy of note. On mokkan were written names of goods, quantity,
prices, business actions, etc., which tell us the actual conditions of commerce, distribution and finance in the
town. The following facts have become apparent through the investigation of mokkan; from the middle of
the fourteenth century to the later fifteenth century, some inhabitants of this town traded various goods,
mainly agricultural products for neighboring districts, and they also made loans.

There are some characteristic mokkan from this town; they were used in the fifteenth century, and
have a hole on the top of the tablets, and fragmentary words were written on them. They might have been
used as memoranda at hand of scribe, and it is assumed that these mokkan were collected and words Were
arranged for keeping accounts. After fulfilling their memorandum functions, the words on the surface were
shaved off, which produced shavings and enabled the tablets to be ready for repeated use. The words
written on mokkan were names of neighboring places, names of goods, such as rice, rough rice, barley for
agricultural products besides other marine and brewed products, quantity, price, date, etc. Also written
were the notes of money loans such as “kashi” (loan), “mote” (principal), “rifun” (interest), etc. Contrasting
mokkan to this type were tags of goods which were carried into the town. The address was “fmakura-tono”
of “Kusaichi” (the former name of the town). “Imakura-tono” reflects the character of doso, who were
engaged in monetary loans during medieval Japan. Moreover, goods were means of paying tax at that time,
and “Imakura-tono” may well have been concerned in the receipt of tax.

As a matter of fact, in this town, the development of activities of commere, distribution and finance

depended on waterways probably leading to the Ashida river and the Inland Sea.
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