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The Formation of Todaiji-ryo Fuko and Empress Komyo with
the Fujiwara Clan
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It has been clarified that Nijo-oji mokkan (narrow strips of wood with official messages) were
largely composed of two groups: those related to the Empress Court of Fujiwara-no Komyoshi
and Efu (the military office on guard, and those closely related to them) and disposed by the
Fujiwara-no Maro family.

They included:

1) Yo-mai-nifuda mokkan from Kamisakata-go, Sakata-gun, Omi-no kuni;

2) Cho-en-nifuda mokkan from Tamaki-go, Oniu-gun, Wakasa-no kuni;

3) Cho-katsuo-nifuda mokkan from Kuni-go, Fuji-gun, Suruga-no-kuni;

4) kezurikuzu (shavings) recorded as from Miyatokoro-go (5 E3¥), Sanuki-no kuni.

1) were Fuko yo-mai-nifuda of the Maro family, and Item 4) were related to the domain of a
Clan closely involved in the Fujiwara Clan. On the other hand, 2) and 3) were both cho-
zatsubutsu koshin (tributes) mokkan from kogo (Z2#F). These go () were later integrated into the
territory of Todaiji Temple.

Many of those in the status of Shijin of the Fujiwara-no Maro family worked at shakyo-sho
(office for producing hand-copied sutras) as servants for the Empress Court after the death of
Maro. The integration of Maro's residence into Todaiji territory was based upon the intention of
Komyoshi, who also controlled part of the Fuko once in the possession of the late Dajo-daijin
(Fuhito). It is natural to regard “kokuzo toyotari-no-ge (i & 2 f#)" as addressed to the servant
of the Empress Court, and therefore it is assumable that part of the Fuko in the possession of
the late Sadaijin (Fusasaki) was under the control of Komyoshi. The tributary areas mentioned
in 1) and the land in 4) were integrated into the Todaiji territory, based upon a series of
Komyoshi's rights to administer and manage the family property of the Fujiwara Clan.

Any of the sites among I, the 13th survey inside Heijo-kyu, and likewise those in II the 129th
and 139th, ITI. Miyamachi Relics, etc. has something to do with the Empress Court of Komyoshi.
Many of the tributary areas recorded on nie and cho-zatsubutsu nifuda mokkan excavated from
the sites also overlap with those on the Nijo-oji mokkan. On the other hand, the majority of nie

and cho-zatsubutsu nifuda mokkan among Nijo-oji mokkan are related to banquet charges for
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miscellaneous official events, such as the Empress’s visit to Yoshino and sechi-e (court banquets)
sponsored by the Empress. With this place, we can identify 12 cases where there were tributes
from the same kogo (Z2#%) for more than one year, among which we can identify the tributes
from the same lands recorded on the #zifuda from 1 to III. As seen from the above, some of nie
and cho-zatsubuisu were consumed preferentially for carrying out official duties of a particular
sovereign power, and it seems possible to identify the tributary areas because they are limited.
The core of the tributary areas is where miyake was defined as the base and its neighboring
areas. The places mentioned in 2) and 3) were unique public areas deeply involved in the
implementation of official duties of the above mentioned sovereign power (of Empress Komyo),

and they were integrated into the territory of Todaiji based upon the will of Komyoshi as a

national intention.
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