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The History of Ceramics in Japanese Culture from the Standpomt of
Southeast Asian Ceramics from the Fifteenth Century to
the Seventeenth Century: Centering on
Artifacts from Sakai Kango-toshi Relics
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The History of Ceramics in Japanese Culture from the Standpoint of Southeast
Asian Ceramics from the Fifteenth Century to the Seventeenth Century:

Centering on Artifacts from Sakai Kango-toshi Relics

MoriMURA Ken-ichi

Recent excavation researches are about to clarify the kilns used for the production of Southeast
Asian ceramics.

The chronological perspective is according to the following standards: the remains of Shuri
Castle (destroyed by the conflagration in 1459); remains of the castle town of the medieval Oto-
mo Castle (destroyed by the conflagration due to the invasion of the Shimazu Clan in 1586); the
San Diego of the Philippines, a ship (sunken on December 14, 1600); and the Witte Leeuw, a ship
(sunken in 1613).

For Southeast Asian ceramics were used as containers for imported products, there are the
following theories: that the four-ear pots of the Mae Nam Noi Pottery type in Thailand were
used for fragrant-flower liquor; that they were used for saltpeter; and that the long pots of My
Xuyen Pottery of Vietnam were used for sugar container.

Tt is certain that those Southeast Asian ceramics used as containers were diverted after they
were imported. Among them, the most important thing is that they were used for tea ceremony,
the integrated art of Japanese culture.

Chato, (3 B tea ceramics), known by the names of nanban, chatsubo, kiridame-hanaire, mekiri-
kennsui, chimaki, and uchishibu-mizusashi, were excavated in Sakai in a lump from the tea-cere-
mony room and others of the period from the latter half of the sixteenth century to the 1615
Conflagration.

Some Southeast Asian ceramics were imported for tea ceremony from the first. Underglaze
Iron Kogo (#%#&%& &) of the Si Satchanalai Pottery type in Thailand , which used to be called
“Sunkoroku (KR#H$%),” and bowls of Vietnamese white porcelain.

The tableware for daily use combined with the ware for guests, the ceremonial ware com-
bined with ordinary ware, and the tea ceramics involved in the tea ceremony combined with a
set for kaiseki-ryori (B ¥ 3 teaceremony Japanese dishes), contributed to the establishment of
early-modern ceramics. Each tea ceramic was made different, clearly reflecting individual choice
and style. As the system of tea ceramics was established, tea ceramics varied and expanded in

kind, type, and quantity. The fact they were excavated together with tableware for daily use
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suggests that there was an explosive increase during the period from the latter half of the six-
teenth century to early seventeenth century. The trade with Southeast Asia characterizes this
period of time, and Southeast Asian ceramics are related to the establishment process of the
early-modern tea ceremony. Those who actually traded them were the city people who be-
longed to the middle economic class. It is no exaggeration to say that their manner of “treating”
guests as an economic expert by using the tea ceremony, and the “status” or the “personalstyle”
as chajin (Z% A a master of Cha-no-yu) has established the system of the early-modern tea cere-
mony as well as early-modern ceramics.

Aspects of early-modern ceramics

1) Generalization of tea ceramics 2) Establishment of the nationwide distribution system
3) Multiple kinds and styles 4) Potteries for mass production and those for multinational pro-
duction 5) Increased in volume 6) Antiques 7) Selected by individual style — each article
was made different 8) Custom-made production to order from chajin  9) The set of ware

Signs of the early-modern ceramics were already apparent around 1585, and it was estab-
lished between 1598 and 1615, in other words, during the period of a governmental vacuum in
Japan. Besides, Southeast Asian ceramics would also serve as important archaeological materials
to clarify the transition of the trade system during the period from fifteenth to seventeenth cen-

turies.
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