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Koseto Ware and Imported Ceramics in the Medieval City of Kamakura:
Complementary Relations in the First Half of the Medieval Period
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Koseto Ware and Imported Ceramics in the Medieval City of Kamakura:
Complementary Relations in the First Half of the Medieval Period

Fujisawa Ryohsuke

It is widely known that Koseto ware, the only glazed ceramics produced in Medieval Japan, was
a copy of the ceramics imported mainly from China of the Yuan and the Sung periods, and
therefore it is considered that Koseto ware only played the complementary role to the imported
ceramics. It is doubtful, however, whether this understanding is correct. The paper discusses
such complementary relationship between Koseto ware and imported ceramics regarding a
group of archaeological sites in Kamakura, which used to be the greatest site of consumption of
the first half of the Middle Age.

Up to today, a number of excavations have been carried out in Kamakura. We have selected
four sites out of them whose structural remains are in comparatively good condition and abun-
dant in kind and volume, and made an analysis on the excavated amount (or the amount of dis-
posal) of Koseto ware and that of imported ceramics. The result was that the disposal amount of
imported ceramics reached its peak from the end of the thirteenth century to the early four-
teenth century, while that of Koseto ware reached its peak a little behind in the first half of the
fourteenth century, the time at the fall of the Kamakura Shogunate. In this context, it is presum-
able that the amount of distribution of imported ceramics declined in this specific period. On the
other hand, with every kind of ware that bears such model-and-copy relations, it is identifiable
that the disposal (appearance) of imported ceramics took place earlier as compared to the other.
Further, with what are called status-symbols such as four handled-jar {(shijiko), vase (heisi), and
ewer (suichu), it is assumable that even Koseto ware had an heirloom period of nearly half a cen-
tury between the date of production and that of disposal.

On the other hand, a large amount of bowls and plates of celadon and white porcelain exca-
vated in Kamakura were hardly copied by Koseto of the Kamakura period, while for Koseto
products, such as nest of bowls (ireko), grater (oroshizara), and spouted bowl (katakuchi), no original
model can be identified with imported ceramics in spite of the high percentage they account for
among the excavations. The fact shows that there was a kind of segregation between Koseto

ware and imported ceramics.
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In other words, for Koseto ware in the first half of the Medieval Age, the production was
heavily inclined to those which did not exist among imported ceramics or whose amount of dis-
tribution was not large. Therefore it is possible to consider that there was no competition be-
tween them as was seen in the case of white or dyed porcelain and the small Seto-Mino plates in
the Warring States period, and that Koseto ware, or the copy, had a unique value that could ri-

val its model or imported ceramics.
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