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The Significance and Evaluation of East Asian Lead-glazed Pottery
in the History of Chinese Ceramics: in Comparison with West Asia
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The Significance and Evaluation of East Asian Lead-glazed Pottery in the History of

Chinese Ceramics: in Comparison with West Asia

YuBa Tadanori

Lead-glazed Pottery in China started between fourth century sc and fifth century sc. Green-
glazed, brown-glazed, and three-color wares were produced and used for burial goods in the
periods of the Han, the Northern dynasties, and the Tang. Basically such lead-glazed ware was
color-glazed pottery emphasizing the coloring, and they were ornamental ceramics that de-
veloped with the prevalence of elaborated burial manners. In Japan, Tang three-color ware be-
came popular in the latter half of the seventh century, and they were identified from fifty sites
of the Nara period.

The custom of burying Tang three-color ware with a body for entombment rituals ceased
around the middle of the eighth century and went through a qualitative conversion in the con-
text of the ceramics trade with Islamic Culture. In other words, it was to bring forth the lead-
glazed pottery for practical use. While white porcelain and celadon were exported, green-glazed
white porcelain and three-color ceramics were produced and exported under the influence of the
West Asian tastes. Though we should admit that there was technical transmission from Tang
three-color ware to lead-glazed pottery of the ninth century, they were utterly different in terms
of quality. The development of lead-glazed pottery produced in the East and the West does

serve as a very significant material to indicate the trace of East-West interchanges.
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