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Tenno-sairei in Zaigo-cho: from the Examples of Kiryu-shinmachi and Omama-machi
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Tenno-sairei in Zaigo-cho: from the Examples of Kiryu-shinmachi and
Omama-machi

ITABASHI Haruo

Tenno-sairei of Kiryu-shinmachi is a festival of tradition, and its local guardian deity (fif#) has a
deep connection with fabrics made in Kiryu. Traditionally, otabisho (place for the portable shrine to
stay) used to be placed near the temmangu of the toban-cho (the town in charge). In Kiryu-
shinmachi, people used to pull hoko and yatai around until the Meiji 30s, but stopped when the
electric wires became a hindrance to their procession, and mikoshi (the portable shrine) is no
longer carried today. During the Meiji period, shinme (the sacred horse) also appeared in the festi-
val. HIKOBE Nobuari described in detail how crowded the festival was in the early modern times in
his “Kiryu no satoburi” (“The local way of life in Kiryu”), but today it retains little trace of its for-
mer florescence. Therefore, we will see how the festival takes place with an example of the Tenno-
sairei of Omama-machi, a neighboring zaigo-cho. For the mikoshi of Kiryu-shinmachi, a person
called “Tenno Den-emon” took the control of the mikoshi, but for some reason, it was transferred to
another place. In Shotoku 2 (1712), a craftsman of Edo made another mikoshi, and the old mikoshi
of Kiryu-shinmachi passed to Omama-machi.

For the beginning the Tenno-sairei of Omama-machi, the town invited a separate divinity of
Yasaka Shrine in Kyoto as its local deity and enshrined it in “San-chome Daisen-in.” As it was a tem-
porary mikoshi, a new one was made in the first year of Manji (1658). Then it was later destroyed
in the conflagration of the town and reproduced in Kansei 3 (1791). For the festival day, the day on
which the town dedicated silk fabrics to TOKUGAWA leyasu came to be admitted as a luck event
for victory. So the day has been said to be the origin of the festival.

In this paper, the author wrote down what he heard about the Tenno-sairei of Omama-machi, de-
scribing the concrete situation of the festival. For the trend seen all over Japan, traditional festivals
decline, while they are remodeled as new events on the initiative of the local administration. The
Tenno-sairei of Kiryu City and that of Omama-machi greatly changed during the period of high eco-
nomic growth. This paper searched the changes of the festival by what I have written down the in-

terviews about the Tenno-sairei of Omama-machi and by the local paper “The Tomo Times.”
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