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Advancement of Gono into Kiryu and Gofuku Tosei or Kimono Trade
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Advancement of Gono into Kiryu and Gofuku Tosei or Kimono Trade

SUGIMORI Reiko

Kiryu-shinmachi developed as a distribution center for many silk fabrics produced all over the area
and presented an urban aspect with the influx of servants for weaving factories etc. from neighbor-
ing villages. Those who played a central role in the silk fabrics trade were kinukai-nakama or the
silk buyers guild, who bought the silk fabrics monopolistically and acted as an agent for kimono
wholesale stores in Edo and Kyoto in their purchase. The paper will examine the process in which
the Ishii family, Gono (wealthy farmer) of Yashu Aso-gun Tonara Village (¥FMNEZHEEZEN) and
member of the nakama advanced into Kiryu and then will discuss the aspects of their kimono sales
business in order to examine the situation of a zaigo-cho Kiryu and the activities of Gono.

Goemon of the head family of Ishii started kimono business and visiting Kiryu, while he devel-
oped rapidly as the landlord during the period from Tenmei to Kansei. In the Bunsei period, he suc-
ceeded customers from an old member of the silk buyers guild and opened a branch in Kiryu. How-
ever, like many other silk traders, because of many defaults in accounts receivable, the business of
the branch was in red and had to depend upon the borrwoing from the head office in Tonara Vil
lage. In the Tempo period, Goemon had a town residence and some stocks of yuya in Edo, and fur-
ther he was engaged in kimono business. Although the business had financial difficulties, his ad-
vancement into Kiryu served as the premise for the expansion of the family business in the future
including the advancement to Edo.

In the meantime, Kiryu-shinmachi, as a result of the advancement of such Gono as the Ishii fam-
ily, further strengthened its character as the core town place for the neighboring area, while it de-
veloped as a zaigo-cho having a deep connection with Edo from the standpoint of distribution. How-
ever, in Kiryu-shinmachi, as seen in the case where the way Goemon dealt with the saikakukin or
the raised money imposed by the manor brought on much criticism, their relations with the town
and the way of buying the silk fabrics, etc. differed according to whether they had residences or
branches in Kiryu even if they belonged to the same silk buyers guild. The activities of the class of
such Gono as the Ishii family are worthy of attention in that it was connecting the urban and the ru-

ral areas.
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