ENELROSWERRSHE $£965% 2002F3A

: ,gz ”a;?: §
An Analysis of the Circulation of
the Disaster Information of Zenkoji Earthquake (1847)
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An Analysis of the Circulation of the Disaster Information of Zenkoji
Earthquake (1847)

KiTanara Itoko

The main purpose of this paper is to make clear the states of disaster information in the whole
communication structure in the Edo period. Specifically, the case of Zenkoji Earthquake is dis-
cussed in order to see what kind of disaster informaiton was circulated, and how people
obtained it.

The disaster information in Japan at that time can be classified into four categories as stated
in my own work “An Essay on the Disaster-Pictures from the late eighteenth century to the
nineteenth in Japan” (1999). The four categories are: (A) the information among the governors,
(B) the suffering reports offered by village officers to their governors, (C) the private records
memorandum by individuals, such as diaries, (D) the documentaries of the disaster or broadsides
to sell at stores or on street corners for the masses. Based on this classification, most of the in-
formation of the Zenkoji Earthquake fall into category A or B.

Private essays which apparently belong to category C consist of the disaster information
copied from category A or B. We can find many similar information in various essays whose au-
thors belonged to the network to intellectuals in cities or in local areas. As for the information
in category D, it is the distinctive feature that the local publishers had been active, supported by
the network among the local intellectuals.

We can hypothesize that the circulation of disaster information could help people to prepare
for upcoming unusual events and also help the development of the network among those who
would share the same interests. The “Black Ship Attacking” by Commodore Perry was a Land-
marking political event whose information was circulated quite rapidly and widely in Japan. We
argue that the communication structure in the Edo period had been already developed partly by

the circulation of disaster information.
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