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History and Natural Disaster in the Eastern Foothills of Mt. Haruna:
Natural Disaster and Changes in Land Use as Seen from Sites
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History and Natural Disaster in the Eastern Foothills of Mt. Haruna:
Natural Disaster and Changes in Land Use as Seen from Sites

OT1suka Masahiko

The history of natural disasters over the past two thousand years in the area around the east-
ern foothills of Mt. Haruna has been substantiated by examination of literary sources and
archeological excavations. Natural disasters here are of two kinds, volcanic and earthquake dis-
asters.

Mt. Haruna has erupted twice on and after the Kofun Period. Mt. Asama has erupted three
times. Thus 4 total of five incidents of volcanic disaster have been noted. One typical example of
this is the first eruption of Mt. Haruna in the mid-Kofun Period. It has been discovered that af-
ter a magma steam eruption there was a pyroclastic volcanic eruption, the buildings of the vil-
lage that was at the Nakasuji Sites were burned by the heat of the pyroclastic flow. In the latter
half of the Kofun Period, the second eruption of Mt. Haruna buried the village at the Kurcimine
Sites in pumice of two meters in thickness.

The eruption of Mt. Asama in Tenmei 3 (1783), which was the trigger for the Great Famine
of Tenmei, did not cause direct damage from falling ash, but indirectly caused vast landslide
damage in the Agatsuma and the Tone river areas. Also, part of the village of Nakamura was
buried and Kawasukune Shrine was also buried.

As for earthquake damage, one caused by a large earthquake in Konin 9 (818) that is re-
corded in “Ruijukokushi” has been found at the Handa Nakahara and Handa Minamihara Sites.

In this way a single area had many different types of large-scale natural disasters. The re-
development and reconstruction of the devastated area can be confirmed by archeological sur-
vey and the changes in land use can be understood.

Furthermore, volcanic ash sediment has left behind evidence of daily life and the earth’s sur-
face prior to disasters. Many great discoveries that have overturned the accepted tenets of
archeology have come from detailed excavation site data.

Archeological excavation surveys of volcanic disasters have yielded a particularly large
amount of materials. Above all, the discoveries at Nakasuji and Kuroimine sites showed a life-
style with seasonal changes in residence from winter to summer and the indicators of village

formation related to the basis of the village sites.
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In this paper, the author introduces typical cases of sites excavation surveys directly related
to natural disasters. In addition, many other sites excavation surveys are also in progress.

Sites excavation surveys of volcanic disasters contain a great amount of information and can
be said to be a prime excavation survey research area for archeological research of ancient soci-

ety reconstructions.
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