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The Origin and Function of Regional Festivals: Festival Zones at Ozu Shrine, Moriyama City
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The Origin and Function of Regional Festivals: Festival Zones at Ozu
Shrine, Moriyama City

KojiMA Michihiro

This paper examines the historical background to regional festivals, using the festival zones at Ozu
Shrine in Moriyama City, Shiga Prefecture as an example. Factors that determine the area compris-
ing any festival zone include manors, water rights, and transportation systems, but careful examina-
tion of each of these reveals that none is common to all festival zones. Therefore, when we consider
what determines the area for a zone, no single factor was definitive, but rather multiple factors were
involved.

Secondly, if we look to who took charge of these festivals, there is no doubt that regional family
clans were involved, and in fact in this area, there were organizations that consisted primarily of re-
gional family clans who were active in Ikko-Ikki religious uprisings. However, it is difficult to explain
festival zones from the standpoint of alliances of regional family clans.

Meanwhile, if we examine the states of villages at that time, we see that in the fifteenth century,
villages were relocating, and new villages that have survived until today were being established
through cooperation between regional family clans and organizations of peasants in each villages. It
is possible that these organizations of peasants united to solve a variety of regional problems,
formed regional communities, and held regional festivals as symbols of these communities. This

gives us a key to the direct origins and functions of regional festivals.
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