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The Structure and Function of Village Festivals: The Case of Toya Events at Shimogasa-cho in Kusatsu City, Shiga Prefecture
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Bulletin of the National Museum of Japanese History
Vol. 98 March 2003

The Structure and Function of Village Festivals: The Case of Toya Events
at Shimogasa-cho in Kusatsu City, Shiga Prefecture

UNoO Hideo

Shimogasa-cho, in Kusatsu City, Shiga Prefecture is a community located near the eastern part of
the south end of Lake Biwa, and has been developed as fertile fields. In this area it is possible to
identify villages that developed in the Middle Ages, and it also serves as an important point from
which to position the relationship between festivals and shinsen (food offerings to the gods),
through rituals held by the toya (family on duty).

A traditional toya event in Shimogasa involved the za of eight villages including the Oisugi Jinja
shrine. These eight villages do not correspond to the administrative districts (11 districts) that exist
in Shimogasa-cho today at all. The old eight villages (eight districts) consisted of Tono-no-mura,
Hosootoko-mura, Oh-no-mura, Shishi-no-mura, Hoko-no-mura, Tenoh-mura, Juzenjimura, and Ima-
mura, and every year, in this order, these villages took turns being responsible for the toya events
for that year. Each village was formed through blood relationships and was the basic unit of daily
life and ritual. From the Shinji Kiroku (“Shrine Rituals Record”) we can identify festival events and
affairs from the latter half of the fourteenth century through the first half of the sixteenth century.
The importance of the contribution of the miyaza (council of elders who represented families who
claimed association with a local shrine and who annually elected a shrine official to run festivals) in
the above-mentioned eight villages is particularly evident. However, among the various festivals at
the Oisugi Jinja shrine in present times, these toya events are the only festival events that involve
those eight villages.

Another important part of the festival ritual was the preparation and presentation of special food
offerings to the god, which were performed at the toya’s house. In addition, on the day of the festi-
val, the protocol for presenting and taking back the offerings show some traces of the old forms of
festival organization. In this paper I intend to elucidate the structure and function of village festivals

through toya events, based on the above.
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