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Process of Establishment of Muromachi Period Togoku Honjoryo Shoen

IHARA Kesao

Until now, the view of the shoen system in the Muromachi Period has been one of the process of dis-
mantling the shoen system. The thrust of this paper is that both the bakufu, that typifies the state in
the years from the Nanbokucho Period through the Oan Period, and the imperial authorities, were
promoting policies that were attempting to reconfigure the shoen system, and by having linked into
the movement from the estate to the division into two halves, a revamped shoen system emerged, pro-
viding stability in the Oei period in particular, and playing a useful function in society.

First of all, in the Togoku in the Nanbokucho period, it was the rinshi (order) of the emperor that
commanded the payment of munabetsusen, and that was enforced through travel between the sho-
gun’s houses and Kanto kanryo / shugo. At the same time, there was still some ethic of resistance,
with the honjoryo of temples and shrines and the jito horinouchi being exempted. Moreover, in the
same period, there existed shoryo divisions called Togoku Honjoryo, and that was where the order to
pay annual tributes was made in the form of a samurai order and protection applied unilaterally on the
authority of the bakufu.

Secondly, an investigation of how categories of regional configuration changed and emerged re-
veals that the establishment of shoen policy by the Muromachi bakufu from Kemmu 4 (1337) to Oan 1
(1368), divided the shoen-shoryo into two major categories, bukeryo and honjoryo. Moreover, when
the trends in the establishment of shoen policies by the bakufu are examined, from the ordinance in
Enbun 2 (1357), in addition to recognizing the chigyo (possession) of the bukehikan who hold chigyo
land, a law dividing half of the land between samurai and the honjo was enforced. Moreover, new sho-
ryo divisions called “jisha ichiennochi” and “kinri sento chokuyaku ryosho” emerged, and a full-scale
protective policy was taken for them. This enabled both the buke hikan and the shoen ryoshu level to
gain benefits simultaneously. The shokoku honjoryo made its first appearance in the great law of Oan,
and it has become clear that it was an extrapolation of this move that led to saikoku jisha honjoryo ex-
isting in parallel with the togoku honjoryo.

This paper states that, as a result, it was not the case that the shoen system was established in the
Insei period and declined or was dismantled in the Muromachi period. It was the establishment of the
Muromachi bakufu’s shoen policy that reconfigured the framework of the shoen system, producing

the new shoryo category law (shoryo kubunho), playing a role both in historical and societal terms.

41



