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An Ecological Study of the RYOTENBIN Household in Otohama,
Chiba

UpA Shuhei

Otohama is at the tip of the Boso Peninsula. It has an area of about 1.56 square kilometers,
the number of 158 households, and a population of 447. People there live by fishing such as
gill-net of spiny lobster and flatfish, diving of abalone and turban shell, pole-and-line fishing
of yellowtail and oceanic bonito, and horticultural agriculture such as the cultivation of flow-
ers, rice farming, and glowing their own vegetables.

They call the RYOTENBIN household which does both fishing and horticultural agricul-
ture. On the other hand, there are households which follow only fishing, called HAMAIPPO.
The number of HAMAIPPO households is 14. They are being engaged in fishing such as gill-
net and pole-and-line fishing through the year. And there are full-time farmers called
OKAIPPO, too. They cultivate rice, vegetables and flowers to ship in summer and winter.

In this paper, the author described natural environments, subsistence activities of agricul-
ture and fisheries in Otohama. Cheif themes are; WHow the subsistence activities of RYO-
TEMBIN household goes. @The relations between “HAMASHIGOTO (Fishing)” and “OKA-
SHIGOTO (horticultural agriculture) " in a day and a year cycle. 3The purpose of compound-
ing subsistence activities in RYOTEMBIN households.

RYOTENBIN households are engaged in fishing, such as diving and gill-net in summer
and floriculture, such as cultiuating pot marigold and stock in winter. This is the meaning of
maintaining the balance of income from both of fishing and agriculture. They are being en-
gaged in various subsistence activities through a year.

In Otohama, the household of HAMAIPPO and OKAIPPOQ hold a majority. Currently, the
number of RYOTENBIN households is 7 in Otohama. Therefore, it can be said that they do
not necessarily need various subsistence activities for their living. The RYOTENBIN house-
holds have some economical advantages in comparison with the HAMAIPPO and OKAIPPO
households.

One of the advantage of various subsistence activities in RYOTENBIN households is to
ease the influence of the critical moment (unseasonable weather or economic change etc. ).

On the other side, they can get surplus profits from their subsistence activities. The former is
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“Risk avoidance”, and the latter is “The maximization of the profit”. But, more working
force is necessary for the RYOTENBIN households. The purpose of various subsistence activi-
ties is not the strategy for making up for the less production capacity of their land, but it is

the strategy for more production capacity is to be taken out.
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