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The Iron Materials in Pyonjin and Kaya
Azuma, Ushio

Records describing activities in Pyonjin and the people of Wa contained in the Chinese His-
tory of the Three Kingdoms have been interpreted as meaning that the people of Wa living on
Tsushima and Iki traded rice and acquired iron. These iron materials were iron plates shaped
like adzes and iron ingods, and were obtained through international trading between Wa and
Pyonjin and Kaya until the end of the 5th century when iron production began in the Japa-
nese Archipelago. The dating of these iron materials and cast adzes and opinions as to their
distribution have determined that they came to Wa from various Kaya states in the Nakdong-
gang River valley and Bokan (¥#) in the Yeongsan-gang River valley. It is conceivable that
the iron manufacturing techniques that were introduced to Wa were the same as those con-
firmed by the Gyeongju Fangseong-dong and the Jincheon-gun Sokjiang (A#&H®) remains. It
is in this connection that there have been calls for a re-investigation of the age of the style of
twyer used in bellows, the amount of iron slag excavated, and materials from the Oagata re-
mains in present-day Osaka Prefecture. The cast iron implements shaped like adzes are agri-
cultural implements (scythe, hoe), and a comparison of their forms has prompted the conjec-
ture that those found in the Japanese Archipelago were supplied from the Nakdong-gang
River valley. The distribution of iron, especially iron materials between Kaya and Wa, oc-
curred as part of an economic relationship that involved trade. A study of other sources of in-
formation such as inscriptions at the monument to King Koukaidoou also show that the his-
torical environment in which Kaya and Wa were in contact with each other was not a politi-
cal relationship involving control, invasion and war. Instead, this paper criticizes the theory

that takes the view that this relationship was one of pillage and plunder.
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